


The future is green.

B vrmns i

ALLIANCE 90/THE GREENS: Party Program and Principles
Preamble

l. Our values

Ecology is sustainability

Freedom is realised through self-determination

Extending equitability

Democracy isthe basis

The touchstone of our values: Human rights and non-violence
. Challenges in a changing world

I1l.  Where we come from —who we are

IV.  Twelvefor 2020

Towards the ecological age

l. The fundamental principles of our environmental policy

. Sustainable development as a principle for action

1. Economical use of resources and the efficiency revolution

IV.  Ecology and lifestyle

V. New energy — from the fossil and nuclear age to the solar future

A key project: Towards the solar age
Sustainable development in towns and local areas
VI.  Environmentally-friendly traffic systems

A key project: Ecologically mobile

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

22

24

25

27

29




The future is green.

B vrmns i

VII.  Nature and landscape conservancy

VIII.  Animals need rights

IX. A globa perspective for the environment and devel opment
Towards an ecological and social mar ket economy

l. The foundations of our economic policy

A key project: The future of a united Germany

. Market economy and regulative policy

A key project: Transparency for consumers

1. Ecological fiscal reform

V.  Consumer protection

V. The knowledge economy

VI.  Regional economies

A key project: A new form of agriculture

VII. A sustainablefiscal policy

VIII. International economic policy

Towards an emancipative social policy

l. The foundations of our social policy

. Fair to people: Overcoming poverty

A key project: Guaranteeing a basic standard of living

[1l.  Fairtocitizens: The socia state as a partner — involving the citizens
IV.  Fair to access: Labour market bridges

V. Fair to children — a better quality of life for everyone!

A child-friendly society for the first generation of the 21st century

30

31

32

35

38

39

40

40

41

41

42

43

45

46

50

50

52

53

55

55

2



The future is green.

B vrmns i

Children are important

Reforming the educational system for the future

Child-friendly in everyday life

Fair across the generations — social and ecological sustainability
Fair to children

A key project: Policy from the children's perspective

VI.  Fairto your people: A policy for tomorrow

VII. Fairto gender: A lifewith equal rights

VIII. Fair contributions: restructuring the social insurance systems
IX.  Fairto patients: Health policy for the future

X. Fair to people with disabilities: It's normal to be different
X1.  Fair to senior citizens. Active involvement for older people
XII. Nursing care insurance

Towards a knowledge society

l. The foundations of our policy in a knowledge society

. Education in a knowledge society

A new educational reform

All-day schools

Education against marginalization

Quality targets and evaluation

Education and the kindergarten

Educational policy in an immigration society

Accessto lifelong learning

56

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

68

69

70

72

73

75

75

77

77

77

78

78

78




The future is green.

B vrmns i

Further education, training and qualifications
Funding education in the knowledge society

1. Science and research in the knowledge society
V. Information in the knowledge society

A key project: Citizens rights to access knowledge
V. Culture

Culture and democracy

Promoting culture as a public duty

Culture in the cities — culture in the countryside
Cultural heritage

Culture in Europe — World cultures
Towardstherenewal of democracy

l. The foundations of our policy on civil rights and democratic stakeholding
New challenges for democracy and the rule of law

. State and society

[1l.  Party of pluralism

L esbians and gay men into the centre of society
Equality for people with disabilities

A key project: The immigration society

V.  Party of rightsto liberty and civil rights

V. The media as the fourth pillar of democracy
VI.  Technological development and self-determination in information

VII.  Reforming democratic institutions

80

81

82

85

86

87

88

89

89

90

91

92

79

95

96

97

97

97

99

101

101

102




The future is green.

B vrmns i

VIII. Strengthening the right to participation

IX.  Federalismand local self-government

X. New paths to codetermination in society and the economy

Towards a gender -equitable society
l. The foundations of our gender policy
. Challenges for a gender-equitable policy

[1. Freedom from violence between men and women

V.  Abortion, reproductive medicine, and freedom from bodily harm

V. New directionsin gender policy

A key project: Women into positions of power
VI.  Women'srightsinternationally

Towards Europeand OneWorld

l. The foundations of our foreign policy

. Taking on responsibility for global society
Globalisation and justice

Globalisation and sustainability

Globalisation and democracy

Globalisation and peace

[1l.  Integration — self-restraint — multilateral cooperation
IV.  Towardsademocratic Europe

A key project: A Europe belonging to its citizens
V. The great task of enlargement

VI. A socia and ecological Europe

103

103

104

105

105

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

113

114

116

117

118

118

119

120

122

123

124




The future is green.

B vrmns i

VII.  Conflict prevention, international law, disarmament
VIII. Reforming and strengthening the United Nations
IX.  Human rights

X. North-South policy

A key project: Fair world trade and international standards

125

130

132

133

134




m q
The future is green. |

Preamble

The principle of the dignity and freedom of each human being is at the very heart of our policies.
We begin from the inviolability of human dignity and place this at the core of our vision of self-
determination and partisanship for the weakest. Asrational beings, we are all capable of a
responsible and self-determined life. But we can only live as part of nature if we practice self-
restraint in order to preserve the natural necessities of life. Protecting nature and its life formsis
also imperative for its own sake. Every human being is unique and deserves to receive equal
recognition — today and tomorrow, here and elsewhere too. For this reason,
ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS have a policy committed to the benchmark of equitability.
Freedom and justice can only be realised in a vigorous democracy. Democracy isthe basis,

mode and expression of our political behaviour.

Our party was founded twenty years ago, evolving from the culture of opposition in both
German states; together we have achieved alot, but we still have much more planned. Our
vision isaworld respecting and preserving the natural elements of life. Our vision is a society
where human rights are indivisible and universally valid, where they are realisable within the
framework of responsibility self-determination. Our vision isimplementing the principle of
equitability in all its various dimensions, strengthening democracy and making it able to defend
itself against attack.

|. Our values

We are united by a set of basic principles, not an ideology. ALLIANCESO/THEGREENS has
grown together from diverse roots. As an ecological party we have adopted leftist traditions,
traditional values and principles of constitutional liberalism. The women's movement, the peace
movement and the citizens rights movement in the former East Germany have all contributed to
our party profile. Both in eastern and western Germany, committed Christians were actively
involved in the development of ALLIANCESO/THEGREENS. In thisway, we arrived at a
shared independent perspective on political and social issues. Our basic position reads. We
combine ecology, self-determination, expanded equitability and a vibrant democracy. With the
same intensity, we are committed to non-violence and human rights. It is the mutual interplay
between these principles that indicates the perspective to the ALLIANCESO/THEGREENS
vision. We invite all those who feel committed to these goals to work with us. Our aim isto
incorporate the ideas, criticisms and protests of citizens, encourage them to take action and

develop integrated concepts.
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Ecology is sustainability. From the very start, our thinking is ecological. We connect the
tradition of the Enlightenment with the experience of the limits of industrialism, a completely
new awareness derived from ecological principles. We distance ourselves from an uncritical

faith in progress, whether in a socialist or capitalist guise.

Asthe party of ecology, our objectiveisto protect the natural elements of life threatened by
industrial overexploitation and the overuse of resources. Protection cannot be achieved by
turning the clock back. Instead, it requires sustainable change to today's industrial societies.
Ecology is an essential dimension in modernising our society. With the ecological expansion of
the social contract, ALLIANCESO/THE GREENS counters the lack of forward-looking visionin
traditional politics with a political programme of responsibility towards future generations and

our environment.

The notion of sustainability has lent environmental policy a Green guiding principle that makes
it applicable throughout society. Sustainability means the forward looking combination of
ecological, social and economic development. We thus attach central importance to the
conservation of the natural foundations of life. Today's production and consumption patterns
have to be fashioned in such away that they do not destroy tomorrow's chances for survival.
Ecology demands sustainable economic and technological policies. No nation can attain the goal
of sustainability in a go-it-alone approach; international cooperation is essential. Our way of life
will only become suited for the future if the shift to sustainability is successful worldwide.

Sustainability also means the development of lifestyles which are founded on care and respect
for life. Lifestyles reflecting an awareness of ecology embody an increased quality of life for all.
Sustainability means quality of life for today and tomorrow.

Freedom isrealised through self-deter mination. We are calling for emancipation and self-
determination. Our approach to freedom has been shaped by a variety of emancipatory
movements, libertarian and liberal traditions. We want a society where people have the

opportunity to fashion their own lives, without being told what to do.

We know that freedom of the individual is bound up with certain legal and socia conditions. We
are committed to ensuring everyone has the opportunity to exercise the freedom to shape their
own lives, not just a privileged minority. Self-determination includes ecological and social

responsibilities.
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We will not leave freedom to those who choose to define it as a synonym for unrestricted
markets — the freedom to push others aside. Freedom is the chance for emancipation and self-
determination transcending social and ethical barriers or gender differences. But this requires
people having the freedom to express their own commitment in freely chosen groups or
associations. Thisis especially true for minorities. Responsibility for the future can only be
ensured by self-determined individuals.

We want to strengthen the individual and the society where s/he lives out freedom and realises
responsibilities. We are committed to a democratic constitutional state with a clear framework

safeguarding freedom and consideration of others.

Self-determination reaches its limits where it restricts the freedom and self-determination of
others. That is why we do not want to live in away which undermines or destroys possibilities

for self-determination for people in other countries or future generations.

Extending equitability. ALLIANCEQO/GREEN policies take the principle of equitability asa
basic point of reference. Equitability demands fairly distributing society's goods and this, in turn,
requires especial partisanship for the weakest in society. Even in our own society, equitable
distribution will continue to be of importance in the future too. But because justice has to give
answers to the problems of a changing world, our notion of equitability goes far beyond
traditional redistribution policies. ALLIANCEQ0/GREENpolicy stands for equitability for
stakeholders, for all generations, in gender issues, and in the international arena. Despite the
practical conflicts arising between them, these dimensions of justice must not be played off

against each other. Equitability demands solidarity and citizen participation.

Gender equitability. Justice is also gender equitability. In this area, the
ALLIANCE90/GREENDpolicy has already scored considerable achievements. But women and
men still do not enjoy the same power to define how society will develop. Neither gender is
guaranteed the possibility of harmonizing the demands of family and professiona life. This
issue of equitability will remain unresolved as long as women are disadvantaged by the
distribution of positions of power, income and time. Stakeholder justice ensures everyone access
to central societal resources: work, education and democratic codetermination. Fair access must
be re-established time and again in the face of the existing social imbalance, and needs to be
institutionally safeguarded. In our society education is a decisive factor in the ability to shape

one's own life. Work lets each person use their own capabilities and it defines a key part of our
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identity. Codetermination is a basic requirement for becoming involved in society and helping to

shapeit.

Generation equitability. Our old motto "We have only borrowed the world from our children”
is more appropriate today than ever before. Due to ecological over-exploitation and social,
economic and financial policies that ignore tomorrow's world, our children's future has been put

at risk. Against such aview, we are calling for justice between the generations.

The more the global economy connects people and increases their interdependence, the more
important viable international equitability becomes. This notion is especialy relevant for people
outside the prosperous regions of our planet. Sustainability in the industrialised North must not
be defined at the cost of the countiesin the South.

Solidarity. Equitability requires solidarity and citizen involvement. Solidarity lives though self-
confident individuals — it strengthens citizens instead of patronising them. The aternative of
either awelfare-oriented, over-governed state or 'the less government the better' is no longer
valid. The state must not leave public tasks to the free interplay of unregulated powers. Equally,
though, the state should not tackle them alone in place of society, but in cooperation with its
citizens. For this reason, we also want to invest in networks and communities that practise
mutual help. Citizens will only take on more responsibility for the community when the state

supports them in that task.
Democracy isthe basis

Our thinking is based on democracy. Over the past decades we have played an important part in
making our society more democratic. Democracy defines the interface between the free
expression of one'sown will and the equal acknowledgement of the other. Our contribution to
the evolution of the constitutional state is the introduction of radically democratic, feminist,
participatory and multicultural thinking. Our stand against racism and anti-Semitism, right-wing
extremism and all other forms of extremism is taken with the full awareness of the responsibility
we have inherited through our history. Rather than wanting to maintain the status quo
unchanged, we are calling for the evolution of demaocracy into a diverse democracy with the

chance for direct participation for al citizens.

Democratic politicsis not simply a matter of making the best out of an inherent necessity.
Politics should allow a choice between alternatives. Frequently, necessity turns out to be more

assumed than absolute. In ALLIANCE9O/GREENpolicy, transparency and clarity have a
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decisiverole to play while alternative decisions are being considered and can help in exposing
power structures and vested interests. In an approach like this, involving the renaissance of the
political, we want to see parliamentary democracy strengthened and greater citizen involvement

in all areas of state and society.

As the world community draws closer together, it will not be possible to limit democracy along
national lines. The topic of further developing international relationships from a democratic
perspective has a place on the political agenda. In this process, the completion of European
unification and the strengthening of the European Union play key roles. We support a
democratic constitutional process within Europe that respects the basic rights of all citizens,
acknowledges the role of nation states, yet also perceivesregional diversity as an asset. Beyond
Europe, the United Nations must be strengthened as the political umbrella organisation of the

international community.
Thetouchstone of our values: Human rights and non-violence

Two fundamental principles are, and remain, central in our political views: Our commitment to

human rights and our policy of non-violence.

Human rights. The fundamental value we ascribe to self-determination derives from the
universality and indivisibility of human rights. In our view, the statement on human rights
contained in the UN Charter is not negotiable — either in the face of political or commercial
interests or in the face of a mistaken cultural relativism. The dignity of every human being is
inviolable: Safeguarding this principle is a self-imposed duty that permeates national and
international Green policy. In our view, the individual right to freedom isinseparable from

political, economic, social and cultural rights, the right to development or ecological rights.

Non-violence. ALLIANCE90/GREENpoalicy is apolicy for non-violence. The goal of non-
violence originates from the fundamental principles of self-determination, equitability and
democracy. In order to prevent violence and establish lasting peace, democracy must be
promoted worldwide, equitability accepted beyond individual national borders, ecological crises
prevented and universal human rights acknowledged all the world over. Our policies are aimed
at promoting the operation of law in the international arena, prioritising crisis prevention and
further restricting the use of violence. Violence must not replace politics. The general
prohibition on violence expressed in the Charter of the United Nations represents a major
triumph of civilisation and a significant advance in international law. It was an important step in

stripping war of unquestioned acceptance as an appropriate means of resolving political
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disputes. The use of military force, and in particular weapons of mass destruction, meanskilling
and maiming human beings, results in destruction and enmity and, today, may also result in a
global catastrophe. But we also acknowledge that the use of violence, if legitimised
constitutionally and under international law, cannot always be ruled out. We recognise and
accept the conflict faced by non-violent politics when genocide or terrorist violence negates the
political process. Our objective isto promote non-violent conflict resolution in all spheres of
society and in international relations, with the aim of overcoming the political institution of war.
To achieve this, we are committed to strengthening the culture of non-violence and violence

prevention in all parts of the political arena.
I1. Challengesin a changing world

The world around us is being reshaped by revolutionary changes — driven by economic,
scientific and cultural developments. The key termsin this process are ecological challenges,
globalisation, individualisation, new information technologies, biological and genetic

technol ogies, demographic changes, migration and changes in gender relations.

We can see the dangers, but also the possibilities and opportunities. Our forward-looking
policies are designed to provide us with a basis for shaping the political, societal and cultural
spheres. We do not want to be subject to external pressures with no other choice, but instead
map out arange of possible paths of development. Our starting point is the observation of

reality. Thisiswhy we criticise an economic system that encouragesthe irreversible
consumption of natural resources, transforming today's profit into the ecological debt of
tomorrow. It iswhy we criticise awealth distribution between North and South that keeps much
of the world from satisfying basic needs. It iswhy we are trying to use reforms to build a
welfare state sufficiently future-oriented to withstand the strains of demographic challenges. Itis
also why we criticise genetic engineering where it attacks human dignity by ignoring ethical

boundaries or irresponsibly creates new dangers by releasing genetically altered organisms.

The ecological challenge. In our view, ALLIANCE9QO/THE GREENS are the political
expression of an ecological movement which hasitself accomplished a great deal. Nevertheless,
despite diverse national and international efforts, environmental damage and emissions of
greenhouse gases are increasing worldwide. Climate change has already begun. Asyet, we are
unable to gauge the exact extent of the global repercussions but if this tendency is not
successfully reversed, there is adanger of catastrophes that will affect the entire world. Climate
change, though, is by no means the only major ecological risk: Landscape consumption, species

12
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extinction, forest destruction, desertification, the loss of fertile soils, overfishing and ocean
contamination all continue apace. The economic system previously followed in industrialised
societiesis not globally applicable. The ecological challenge facing us all now requires

economic and social systems to be restructured.

But ALLIANCESO/GREENS policy has more to offer than warnings. Our expertise liesin
giving concrete shape to sustainable development. Ecology forms the essential framework for
taking economic responsibility and is the model for many technological innovations. The central
task for the next decades is the turn-around to achieving the greatest possible efficiency in
energy and resource use. Lifestylesreflecting ecological principles enrich all of us.

Globalisation. Globalisation is changing the world. It networks and connects all the societies on
our planet. The Greens, as a political movement, emerged out of aworldwide responsibility for
the state of the earth. For this reason, we cannot and do not want to limit our policiesto the
framework of political programmes within single nation states. We view globalisation as a
challenge. We are calling for aworld without hunger, poverty, and war, aworld applying the
principles of ecological sustainability, freedom, democracy and solidarity. We will actively

participate in building a global network of social and political forces that share these goals.

Establishing aglobal connection between trade and the financial markets has culminated in
dividing the world. The worldwide interconnection of markets and information is making the rift
between rich and poor larger, both internally within societies and, above all, across the world,
where an ever-widening fault-line runs between the winners and losers of economic
globalisation. Destruction of the environment and hunger are widespread in many countries and,
like racism, nationalism and violence, the oppression of women and the exploitation of children,
are not declining but increasing. For this reason, resistance to globalisation is proper and
necessary. Reversing this trend worldwide, and changing course, will be a central political

challenge in the years and decades to come

The gap must be closed between economic globalisation, the lack of a political framework for
these processes and dearth of political influence on them. At present, the European Union
represents the most extensive model for states adopting shared responsibility and, in return,
surrendering elements of their own sovereignty. The EU must relinquish the neo-liberal fixation
of its economic policy and play an even more active international role in the social and

ecol ogical management of globalisation.

13
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The globalisation of insecurity may now be a part of public consciousness worldwide but in fact
privatised, commercial and terrorist violence has been increasing for years. It rages most fiercely
in the domestic "new wars' that have become increasingly apparent since the end of the Cold
War and are accompanied by the disintegration of state authority. International terrorism
threatens world peace. The struggle against such terrorism must not only be directed against
perpetrators but equally against the causes of the hate that provides terrorists with fertile ground
for support in their appalling attacks. Y et at the same time the standards of international law and
law enforcement have to be observed. A strengthened United Nations is central to legitimising

the fight against terrorism and making it more effective.

Individualisation. People in our society have become more independent and self-confident.
They want to live more freely. Only afew decades ago, the ways of life and lifestyles accepted
today were discriminated against and marginalized. We are happy with the diversity in our
society, and pledge to support pluralism whereiit is still just a promise and not yet reality. Y et
individualisation can also exacerbate the problems of social inequality sinceit can be
accompanied by loneliness and decreased solidarity, making traditional social and cultural links
weaker. For this reason, new forms of social cohesion must be established and reinforced. A
new form of social security is needed, one that makes use of individually established new

contacts within networks.

New information technologies. The contours of a global society in which knowledgeis the key
productive force are rapidly emerging. A network of global information exchange and
communication is developing, driven by the Internet. The Net offers new opportunities for
democratic participation and socia organisation. It is changing the economic structure on a
global scale, creating new jobs and eliminating old ones. In this context, the right to access
becomes a question of particular importance. We stand for free and equal access to information
—with no division between the information-rich and the information-poor. We need an
educational system which is effective in actually distributing these new qualifications of the
knowledge society into society at large.

Biotechnology and genetic engineering. The application of biotechnology and genetic
engineering in many areas of medicine, agriculture and food production confronts our society
with totally new questions. New discoveries and new possibilities of intervention will
fundamentally change our image of humanity, our definition of illness and health, and our
attitude towards nature. This requires an understanding within society about which opportunities

to use and which risks to avoid. Responsible governance must avoid imposing backroom
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decisions on citizens. Political decisionswhich might result in irreversible consequences for
society should be based on broad public consensus.

Not everything technically achievableis at the same time ethically and politically legitimate.
Human freedom is also reflected in the ability to set ethical and legal limits on the technically
feasible to maintain human dignity.

Demogr aphic changes. Our society is growing older. Declining birth rates and growing average
life expectancy have led to a situation where the proportion of the population working is steadily
shrinking. The ensuing cultural change makes the active integration of senior citizens akey issue
to resolve. This development also presents far-reaching challenges for the entire social welfare
Insurance system, since its traditional funding base is being reduced. Additionally, our taxation,
education and employment systems have to change in line with these demographic shifts. The

on-going demographic changes are reformul ating the question of equitability.

Migration. All over the world, the streams of migrants are growing — the result of economic and
cultural upheavals, armed conflicts and ecological crises. International political structures must
face up to and deal with this development. Europe cannot seal itself off from the rest of the
world as an island of affluence. European communities are dependent on immigration, not |east
for demographic reasons. But we additionally defend the individual right to asylum for historical
and humanitarian reasons. Immigration is a productive force. For hundreds of years, Germany
used to be a country of emigration but it has now become, to al intents and purposes, an
immigration country. Immigration also requires equal political, social and cultural participation
on the part of migrants. The way we deal with new arrivals and foreignersis an indicator for the
openness of our society. Our guiding principleis equal coexistence for people of different ethnic
origins and the acknowledgement of their cultural diversity; it isaprocess given apolitical

framework by the German constitution.

Changes in gender relations. Over the past few decades there have been enormous changes in
the ways women have defined their goals and aspirations. Modern models have become
established where a professional career and family life are considered equally normal parts of
life. Nonetheless, hierarchies and the discrepancy of power between the genders still have not
been overcome. The present gender relationship, still marked by inequality, is also a structural
power relationship. ALLIANCE9O/GREENpolicy intends to replace this with a new, egalitarian
and non-violent relationship between the genders creating areal gender democracy and a culture

of peace. Thanks to the political successes of the women's movement, women have been able to

15



m q
The future is green. |

expand their social, political, private and professional spheres of action. However, life'srealities
for women — and many men — continue to be determined by the divide separating their
aspirations from reality. Changes in personal expectations for private and social gender
arrangements are hampered by persistently male-dominated social structures, cultural patterns
and attitudes. Often politicsis still based on models of socia division of labour, and family and
professional biographies that bear no correspondence to women's notions of their life. Despite
all advances, women's self-determination and their equal participation in economic, social and
political life has not yet been achieved — and this applies as much on anational as an
international scale. For thisreason, ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS accepts the emancipation of

women and gender democracy as a central challenge in all areas of politics.
[11. Where we come from —whowe are

It'simpossible to step twice into the samerriver. It's not only the world around us that has

changed since our political programme of 1980, we have changed too.

After the mgjor changesin 1989, ALLIANCE9O/THE GREENS came into being through the
merger of the West German and East German Green parties with groups from the GDR citizens
rights movement. The final fusion as ALLIANCESO/THE GREENS and the basic consensus
achieved in 1993 finally made us into a party for the whole of Germany. Without our idea of
"something totally new" we surely would not have achieved the successful introduction of
ALLIANCE90O/GREEN ideas into the political systemsin east and west. Now, we are no longer
the 'anti-party party' but represent an alternative in the party system. The decisive difference for
us was that, in order to stay successful, we wanted and needed to develop into a party of reform.
Today we are setting out to attain our political goals and realise our vision by implementing a

long-term reform strategy.

The main reason why our role has changed since our founding is the consequence, in particular,
of our extraordinary success over the past twenty years. Topics which we initialy introduced as
outsiders have long since taken centre stage in society. Ecological responsibility has been widely
recognised as the corner stone of any forward-looking policy, even if it hasn't yet been
thoroughly implemented. Expanded democratic stakeholding for all, gender equality, acceptance
of minorities, openness towards cultural diversity —these are only some of the perspectives we,

together with societal players, have anchored in our society.

But ALLIANCE 90/THEGREENS haven't just introduced new issues over the past twenty

years, we have also played our part in the renewal of political culture —as, for example, in our
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support for a quota system. Thisisthe tradition we refer to in our self-imposed task of evolving
democracy; political parties are not an end in themselves but have a responsibility to serve. A
key to developing democratic institutions and strengthening the separation of power liesin a
reform of the parliamentary system leading to increased responsibility for individual
parliamentarians. At the same time, we are concerned with pursuing greater civil society
involvement and encouraging its increased commitment in shaping the world we live in. But this
depends on making as many people as possible involved in their own affairs—and thisis
especially true for the economic and scientific spheres, which increasingly determine society's

direction.

As successful modernisers, we have established a basis for broad alliances in society wanting
reform, and now we are meeting support where decades ago there was only resistance. At the
same time, we know that there are still many battles to be fought in attaining the fundamental
socia change we believe is essential. We are certain that we can drive these changes forward

with the self-critical development of imagination and creativity in society.
V. Twelve for 2020

Our key projects are designed to modernise society in line with our basic values instead of
simply coping with the challenges by using traditional structures. It isin thisway that we want
to direct modernisation into a Green path.

Towardsthe solar age develops the issue of Green energy policy as an answer to the ecological
challenges of our time. Ecologically mobile sets Green goals for sustainable mobility.
Transparency for consumer s names Green priorities regarding the renewal of the market
economy. A new form of agriculture presents the perspective for a new balance of interests
between farmers and consumers in the spirit of sustainable development. The key project on the
future of a united Ger many develops Green options for eastern Germany. The concept of a
basic standard of living describes our perspective of anew foundation for social security. In
policy from the children's per spective we want to ensure practical equality across the
generations. The citizens rightsto access knowledge presents the central challenge ahead of us
in education policy. Women into positions of power takes the key issue of equal opportunities
for both gendersin defining and promoting social development. We see the immigration
society as a chance to develop an open-minded multicultural democracy. On the question of

European integration, a Eur ope belonging to its citizens puts democracy squarely in the centre
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of attention. Finally, within the framework of our commitment to international justice, fair

world trade and inter national standards are central issues.
Towardsthe ecological age

More than anything else, ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS owes its existence as a political force to
the growing awareness that the natural foundations of life are threatened by industrial over-
exploitation and overuse of resources. Before the emergence of the ecology movement, the
prevailing political and economic policies were blind to "the limits of growth". Just as the social
movements of the 19" and 20™ centuries softened industrial capitalism, the Green movement has
brought the issue of ecological renewal of our production and consumption patterns onto the
political agenda, and we intend to make sure protecting the natural basis of life remains there as
asubject for debate.

Ecological policy issocial policy, and for this reason it has consequences for many different
political spheres: In shaping the economy and the transportation system, or research and
technology, or taxation policy. Anyone who wants to safeguard the natural foundations of life

must be prepared to reform the economy and society.

It isthanks to the international ecology movement and the Greens that environmental
consciousness and environmental responsibility have become central social and political values
since the 1970s. These values have initiated extensive national and European environmental
legislation, and also led to progress being made on aglobal level in the form of environmental
agreements, programmes and institutions. Environmental research has become established as a

science, and industry and the trades have developed new, environmentally friendly technol ogies.

In recent years, there have been new alliances for ecological innovations formed such as, for
example, local community coalitions for sustainable development, Agenda 21 initiatives, or
ecologically oriented business networks. Additionally, many unions have developed far greater
ecopolitical openness, the churches are demonstrating increased commitment to ecological
justice in the international arena, and there are growing numbers of ecological research institutes
Ecological innovation and the development of environmentally friendly technologies, products
and services have become the key for prosperity today and tomorrow. As aresult, the likelihood

that ecological policies are used effectively has considerably improved.

In a globalised economy, non-governmental organisations are important international playersin

the balance between economic, ecological and socia interests. Thinking globally and at the
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same time taking action in global ecological networksis a central challenge today in the sense of
creating an alternative, sustainable globalisation.

We arein the middle of arace with the various dimensions of environmental destruction. Time
isrunning out if we want the earth to support life easily in future. Despite all the statements by
politicians to the contrary, climate changing CO? emissions are increasing world wide.
Continuous population growth, poverty and migration from the country to the cities, and
uncontrolled industrialisation are culminating in the threatening over-exploitation of nature.
Human short-sightedness is leading to ever more natural catastrophes such as drought,
desertification or the increase of floods and heavy storms. These are all reasons why we can't

relax and take things easy.
I. Thefundamental principlesof our environmental policy

Ecology and equitability. Environmental protection is a question of justice. The poorer stratain
society always suffer most from traffic noise, air pollution, unhealthy foods, contaminated soils
or the lack of drinking water. The conservation of the natural basis of life is also a question of
justice between generations. " Aprés moi, le deluge!" is not an acceptable principle in shaping
policy. For this reason, we have to reverse the exploitation of nature to alevel that does not
overtax the ability of ecosystems to regenerate. The guiding principle for thistask is best
expressed in the term sustainable development. Environmental protection is also a question of
international equitability. The highly industrialised societies of the North consume a
disproportionately high share of natural resources and they cause an equally excessive share of
the environmental burden on our biosphere. It is therefore a duty to reduce the use of resources
and energy to afraction of today's level. We need an international mechanism for ecological
burden sharing between rich and poor countries. The "North" does not have the right to use the
earth's resources more than the "South”. Ecology is also a question of gender equality. The
consequences of ecological damage are often absorbed in the unpaid care and reproductive work
of women. At the same time access to natural resources and their use is uneven between the

genders.

Ecology and self-determination. Environmental destruction causes new constraints restricting
the lives of people. The overuse of natural resources reduces the range of choices for future
generations and restricts their opportunities for self-determination. Thisis also the case for
‘inherited burdens' such as the threat of climate collapse or the nuclear active waste from nuclear

power plants that will continue to emit radiation for thousands of years. Thisiswhy ecological
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common sense is the basic condition for self-determination today and tomorrow. Ecological
common sense demands that flexible and adaptable technol ogies are given preference over
irreversible large scale technol ogies. But ecological policies can only be successful if they

convince people and respects their civil rights.

Ecology and democracy. In our view, ecology and democracy are inexorably linked. The
experience of the international environmental movement has shown that environmental
protection advances quickest in societies where citizens are able to express their concerns and
present them in an open political decision making system. We want to ensure that decisions on
principal ecological and economic issues are made with the democratic involvement of the
people instead of by the ruling global players. That iswhy we are pursuing a dual approach: on
the one hand, building on a democratically responsible regulatory framework and, on the other
hand, trusting to ecological information and education, ecological incentives for
environmentally friendly technologies and products, and agreements with industry. We support
expanded information and participatory rights for the public at environmentally-related planning
processes and demand transparency of public environmental data from businesses and

administrations.
[1. Sustainable development as a principle for action

Our aim isto make the principle of sustainability the touchstone of our way of life and economic
system. Sustainable development means nothing more than that, in the face of restricted
ecological room for manoevre, improved efficiency and economic use of resources in industry
combined with alternative consumption patterns will create better social development
opportunities for people in the South. Furthermore, it implies that today's generations cannot

simply satisfy their needs at the expense of future ones.

Old-style economic growth, coupled to the growing exploitation of nature, is not fit for the
future. The ecologica and social follow-up costs created by our economic system have
previously never been considered, but they easily exceed any socia gains. In future the
economies of the highly developed industrial societies must develop in such away that a distinct
reduction in resource use and emissions can be achievable simultaneously. The turn-around onto
asustainable course is not only ecologically sensible but also economically reasonable. Ecology

is economics for the long-term.

The workers movement has succeeded in asserting a social regulatory framework for the

marketplace. Today's chalengeisto install an ecological regulatory framework for the global
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economy. For this reason, we are working towards binding ecological goals at national and
international levels, subscribed to by governments as well as industry. The dynamic power of
the economy can then evolve within these ecological guidelines. Our prioritises include the
prevention of environmental diseases and the protection of nature from pollutants. We have to
move away from a political climate that simple reacts to disclosures on the dangers of the
pollutant of the week. That iswhy we are calling for the input of dangerous substances,

especially those which accumulate in the environment, to be stopped in the medium term.
[11. Economical use of resour ces and the efficiency revolution

Our goal is an ecological circular-flow economy where resources and energy are used
economically and efficiently. Regional circulation of goods has to take priority over long
distance transportation chains and foodstuffs are to be produced locally, where possible. Thisis
atrend that will be encouraged by consumer demand. Environmental compatibility must be a

central criteriafor research and development.

In order to re-establish the global ecological balance and secure the necessities of life for a
growing world population we need an ecol ogical-technical revolution that will reduce the

consumption of resources by afactor of ten within the next decades.

In the past, environmental clean-up was the primary issue at the centre of environmental policy.
We have been able to score major successes here by preventing air pollution or improving water
quality. But the future however belongs to production and product-integrated environmental
protection. Rather than our goal being the subsequent removal of environmental damage, we
have to aim at preventing environmental problems by using pollution-free, resource-saving

technologies and products. Prevention is better than clean-up.

By focusing on resource protection and ecological efficiency we are concentrating on what is
most important for ecological modernisation: New production and management procedures and
environmentally compatible technologies which reduce the requirement of energy, resources and
space. Production and product-integrated environmental protection means reduced use of energy
and materials. Greater efficiency in materials use culminates in lower costs and greater
economic advantages. The less resources that are used in a product or service, the lower the

purchase cost they have.
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With production and product-integrated environmental protection we offer new possibilitiesto
industry. On European, East Asian, South and North American markets the demand for energy,
water and waste efficient technologiesisincreasing rapidly.

V. Ecology and lifestyle

Thereis no ecological future without an efficiency revolution. But sustainability is more than
technical innovation, it aso has a cultural dimension. Sustainability also means that we value
things that are can have no price put on them: Near-natural landscapes, the diversity of floraand
fauna, the importance of free time, self-determination at work and an active cultural and social

life.

Sustainability is a normative role model for politics, the economy and society. Sustainable
development will only succeed if as many people as possible incorporate its principles in their
areas of responsibility and fields of activity. Although upbringing, education and training, or
private and public discourse, cannot concretely prescribe sustainable consumption patterns and
lifestyles, they must play a more significant role in helping people learn to act responsibly in the
sense implied by sustainable development. The individual's fundamental freedom to act is
limited by reference to the principle of sustainability in exactly the same way asit by laws and

decrees.

Only those who have choices have freedom. These choices include information about the
ecological quality of products, their availability to abroad public at reasonable prices,
environmentally friendly transportation, or urban structures offering work, leisure and housing

all within areasonable distance.

Ecological responsibility and the enjoyment of life fit together well. Thisistrue for nutrition as
well as architecture and our choices of housing, leisure, travel and involvement in groups and

associations.
V. New energy - from thefossil and nuclear ageto the solar future

The future of our energy supply liesin solar and decentralised sources. Sun, wind, bio-mass,
geothermal, water power, or energy from the sea— renewable energy is there in abundance the

world over.

Everyone, worldwide, needs a dependable energy supply - prosperity, health and mobility are
dependent on it. It isawell-known fact that these necessities cannot be secured using limited
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fossil energy sources. It is, above all, the energy sector and traffic in the industrialised nations
that are responsible for warming the atmosphere and the greenhouse effect. All the indications

are that climate change has already begun.

Atomic energy is not aresponsible option for the energy industry of the future. Nuclear power
plants and nuclear waste disposal sites are not safe from military and terrorist attacks. The terror
attacks of September 11™ 2001 put the term 'residual risk’ in anew light. An MCA (maximum
credible accident) such as Chernobyl with its immeasurable consequences for humans and
nature cannot be prevented no matter how much care istaken. Thisis arisk we must not take.
No solution has been found anywhere for the disposal of nuclear waste that will emit
radioactivity for tens of thousands of years. Thisisirresponsible to future generations. The use
of nuclear energy brings with it further dangers. Tonnes of weapons-grade plutonium are created
impeding global disarmament and leading to new security risks in the multipolar world. Nuclear
power is no solution for the energy problem; it only creates any number of further problems.
Thisiswhy the nuclear power phase-out must be completed as swiftly as possible within the
given legal framework. But this requires readily available replacement energy sources. Our
criticism of nuclear power applies equally to fusion technologies. Its realisation — though

unlikely - would cause insoluble follow-up problems for the environment and health.

A safe energy supply can only be achieved with technol ogies suitable for future standards and
needs. We can aready build houses that create more energy than they consume; we can aready
work in emission-free factories. These models have to become tomorrow's benchmarks for low
resource consumption and a society worth living in. We need lifestyles and consumption
patterns compatible both with the earth's finite natural resources and fair distribution of them to

everyone.

We reject new large scale open pit mining projects. Over the medium-term, fossil energy
sources such as natural gas and coal will have a decreasing yet still important role to play. For
this reason, we are calling a significantly better efficiency rate with, for example, akey role
played by the sensible use of excess heat during electricity generation, athough thisis only
feasible with a decentralised structure. Decentralised systems offer a supply security that large

power plants cannot achieve at all or can only achieve with over-capacities.

In addition to the advantage of supplying a decentralised energy supply, hydrogen technologies
offer the benefit of energy production from regenerative sources.
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But we do not only need these kind of logistics and technol ogies that save resources and
increase efficiency for the transition from the fossil fuel age. We need these technologies as a
basis for supplying eight, perhaps ten billion people with regenerative energy. We consider a
highly efficient transition and locally appropriate, largely minimal energy consumption
primarily as start-up technologies towards a just and sustainable energy supply —in other words,

total supply from solar energy sources.

This evolution of thisin technological terms, the market launch and constant cost reduction all
present a challenge for Germany as a base for innovative solutions. Y et the worldwide growth in
energy demand present a major opportunity for Germany as an export nation with a pioneering

role in this innovative market.

The transition from the nuclear and fossil age into the solar era has already begun and is
supported by large number of people. In future too, we will be actively encouraging and

promoting a sustainable energy sector with as just much commitment and conviction.
A key project: Thesolar era

Over the last few years, ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS have devel oped an entire range of
political instruments for the transition from the fossil/atomic age into the solar era. We have
implemented many of these already during our time as a coalition partner in government. We
have already initiated a change of course in energy policy and taken bearings for a new

destination. It only remains to ensure that we can start down this road.

This requires swift and definite action. By 2020, CO? emissions must be reduced by up to 40%
over 1990 levels, with areduction of 80% over the same marker by 2050. We can and will make
the transition from fossil fuels to the solar era within afew decades. The entire array of technical
measures needed for a complete changeover is already at our disposal, but before this happens
there will have to be more effort put into changing political attitudes.

The turn-around from burning fossil energy resources to regenerative energies is more than just
atechnological revolution. It culminatesin a new decentralised structure for the energy industry.
At the same time, there has to be correlation between increased energy efficiency and reduced
use of resources. Our medium-term objective is Factor 4, multiplying resources productivity by

afactor of four; in the long-term, afactor of ten is not only possible but necessary.

For decades, solar technologies have been eclipsed by other approaches. We are committed to
continuing our promotion of solar technology research and improving their presence in schools,
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universities and colleges. First and foremost, though, we want to ensure that the market
framework for solar technol ogies reflects their importance to the economy as awhole, i.e.,
evolving further technical standards for energy use in buildings for products and services, and

continuing the ecological tax and fiscal reform.

Liberalising the energy markets offers the prospect of creating decentralised supply systems. We
want to make use of this opportunity to provide as many people, local authorities, and
independent energy suppliers the chance to shape the energy market of the future, applying the
principle of self-determination and leaving them free from any imposed bias. The basis of our
approach is the concept of fast, efficient and flexible systems; the logic behind the supply

systems of the old energy monopolies does not match the needs of the future.

Energy isapublic good. In the interests of all of us and the generations to follow, we cannot

simply use it indiscriminately, without thought.

Solar energy production already enjoys a positive image among the general population. We want
to build on this development by giving political support to the social commitment shown by
numerous initiatives. They will then function as multipliers, helping us achieve a majority across

society in favour of implementing a global solar programme.

Our climate does not stop at national borders; protecting the climate is an international task. We
will continue to call for international agreements and their implementation. We want to see
measures introduced that secure the transfer of regenerative energy technologies especially in
developing countries, since, in addition to climate protection, provision of regenerative energies
isaso avital element in the battle against poverty.

Renewable energy use will contribute to reducing the causes of wars.
Sustainable development in towns and local areas

The social and geographical structures of urban landscapes and residential areas are being
fundamentally altered by on-going social, economic and demographic changes. The increasing
competition between locations in aregional, European and global context forces towns and
citiesto redefine their roles and the opportunities they have. The guiding principle behind
regiona planning demands that all parts of Germany should enjoy similar social and economic
conditions, but in reality the inequality gap is widening between the north and the south, and
particularly between the west and the east.
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Our society isin the process of change, and the decline of traditional industries, demographic
developments and migration are all factors intensifying it. The main challenges faced by towns
and regions come from economic setbacks, high unemployment, population decline and
increased social costs at atime of reduced financial means. This requires—in particular in
eastern Germany —a move to organise contractive processes. Ever more families with children
are moving out of city centresinto the surrounding areas, while the cities are experiencing a
growing trend to social and ethnic marginalization, with entire city districts and residential areas
stigmatised. The competition between urban centres and the surrounding countryside culminates
in extensive use of space and resources, environmental pollution, and increasing costs for
infrastructure provision. Despite the popul ation figures stagnating, the amount of land area used
for residential estatesin Germany is growing by 129 hectares daily. The surrounding
countryside is afocus for shopping centres or commercial and leisure parks that really have
central functions. We want to counter this trend by strengthening the urban centres and

favouring them over "green field" devel opment.

Our objectiveisto curb land consumption and the creation of suburban sprawl by reinforcing the
role of towns and local areas as vital |ocations where people can live, reside and work. We are
calling for strengthening the links between our architectural, cultural and democratic heritagein

urban and local areas.

Our model isthe city where everything is within easy reach, where the town's various functions
are more tightly interwoven again. Whether for living and working, leisure or learning, or
shopping, al the facilities needed should be as easily reachable as possible, without long journey
times. Many urban and residential areas need to see improvements in the surroundings and the
quality of housing — both for children and the increasingly aging urban population; such
Improvements include creating attractive green and open areas, reducing traffic, noise and
accident risk, improving schools, sports and leisure facilities and ensuring neighbourhood
services. Towns and cities must be more positive in their approach to mobility and play

facilities.

We are calling for an adequate supply of affordable housing. We equally see the need for a
differentiated policy on property ownership that comprised individual and shared ownership as
well as property owned by a cooperative society. The aim of our policy isto grant the residents
more space for identification, co-determination and shared control, so strengthening their own
links to "their district”. Keeping and developing the supply of housing for specific incomes or

number of occupantsisnot only crucia in housing provision for low-income groups but in
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gearing the social mix in urban districts. We want to give greater support to the "Social City"
programme, linking initiatives on labour or economic policy with construction planning and
policy decisionsin the social and cultural spheresto promote neighbourhood integration and

self-help groups.

Sustainable urban development stands for building within the existing housing stock. We want
to transform subsidies facilitating the building of residential estates into instruments for helping
urban areas and renewing existing housing stock. Reforms are needed in the grants provided for
owner-occupier home building, the flat-rate allowances for distances to work, and degressive
depreciation in constructing rental accommodation. Land law and land tax should be used as one
means to help reduce the land price gap between inner cities and outer areas. Developing new
building land must be linked to establishing funds for recycling land areas. Local land
management must come to be the accepted norm.

Self-administration at the local level must be encouraged and promoted. However, since local
regions are becoming increasingly interdependent, local policy has to be embedded in a system

of acceptably harmonised regional coordination.
VI. Environmentally-friendly traffic systems

Mohility is precisely the freedom of movement essential for individual development and
participation in social and economic processes. Although freedom of movement and travel are
an integral part of an open society, motorised vehicles impair life quality in cities, towns and the
countryside: They causes noise, tailbacks, and an environmental damage that, at its extreme,
leads to climate collapse; they makes peopleill, and year after year causes unacceptably high

numbers of fatalities and injuries.

Consequently, our policy aims at avoiding irrational traffic use, putting road and air transport on
the railways, and reducing emissions. These steps demand transport prices that reflect costs,
improved planning, logistics and technology. In our view, these measures are the only way to
reduce the negative effects of traffic in an expanded Europe. But we are equally committed to
securing accessto all main destinations for supply and employment, at a reasonable price and in
areasonable time, and ensuring that public institutions, popular leisure locations and

recreational facilities are all easily reachable.

We have already set key signals for aturn-around in transport policy by introducing the

ecological tax, increasing investment in the railways, supporting atoll for trucks and lorries, and
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developing our FahrRad concept. On the local level we have pushed through plans for traffic
calming zones and improvements in public transport services. But after decades of pursuing a
policy biased entirely towards car use, aturn-around in traffic policy can only be implemented
gradualy.

Our touchstoneis the ideal of sustainable mobility. Any measures planned in the transport sector
must be set against criteria of ecological, social and economic compatibility. The consequences
of applying the principles underlying our transport policy will lead to transport prices that truly
reflect real costs, priority for the bus and rail systems, and improved public transport service

guality too. We also support the passengers right to enjoy full consumer protection.

In particular, in our view, unnecessary goods transport must be avoided. A substantial

proportion of freight can be redirected onto the rail network or transported via nature-compatible
inland waterways. However, we reject the idea of expanding near-natural rivers. Larger trading
estates and industrial zones must be linked into the rail network. Road haulage must bear the
costs for the damage it causes to the roads, and pay for environmental costs too. The rail

network needs systematic modernisation. It has to be opened to increased competition between
private rail companies. By the same token, air traffic prices have to fairly reflect the costs for
climate damage, health and security in line with the perpetrator principle. A pan-European tax

on aviation fuel islong overdue.

Traffic growth and the continuing expansion of urban sprawl into countryside areas are
inexorably linked. We want to apply new guidelinesto traffic system planning. Applying these
ideas would culminate in bringing housing, work and leisure closer together, cutting traffic
instead of encouraging it, protecting people and conserving landscapes rather than encouraging
further land use, keeping and modernising existing networks, putting noise protection measures
above simply building anew, and improving systems rather than expanding them. We are calling
for an integrated mobility policy where urban structures and space use saves the need for traffic
and there are fluid borders between individual transport and public transport services. Public
transport services must become more individual and attractive; individual transport must become

more public and socially-oriented.

In our view, the fight against accident risks, especially for children, is akey issue. Traffic noise
is evolving into aprimary cause of illness among those living in cities or on estates, and those
living along heavily used main traffic arteries and around airports. Our objective isto achieve a

distinct, noticeable reduction in traffic noise. Noise pollution at night particularly leads to
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impaired health. Legislation protecting citizens from traffic noise must be effectively rooted in
the principle of prevention. Since we believe the citizens desire for quiet at night around airports
has to be given priority, we support a ban on night flights. We are equally ready to put the issue
of a speed limit on non-urban roads onto the political agenda — reflecting the limits found on

road networks among the majority of our European neighbours.
A key project: Ecologically mobile

The key element in our system of mobility is provided by an integrated environmental network —
with freedom to go on foot, by bike, or by bus or train. ALLIANCESO/THE GREENS are
committed to improving the quality of public transport services by regulated competition. We
want to strengthen regional structures providing rural services and supply networks for
countryside areas. We want to promote promising designs for regional rail services or buses on
call. Our objective isto allow people to reach work or school, the shops or the cinema, or even
their holiday destination easily and in an environmentally-compatible way. This can be done by
making it easy to transfer from one form of transport to another. Real freedom of choice comes
from door to door travel, where one can take advantage of different transport services with fluid
borders between them, e.g., via electronic passenger information, cashless ticket purchasing, and
an easily understood price system. This requires not only expanding the present provision of
public transport services but also developing new service forms. Car-ownership is not the key
part of the mobility chain, but car use: car sharing and taxis used in combination with buses and
trains save the need to find a parking space and unnecessary space use. Within the next decade,
we are looking to double to number of bike usersin cities and the countryside via cycling-
friendly urban and estate design. Thiswill lead to adistinct improvement in local arealife

quality.

In traffic too, energy use can be reduced. This automatically reduces CO? emissions too — and
it's atrend we want to see reinforced. We are calling for areduction in CO? traffic exhaust
emissions of at least 33% over the next ten years. Thisis amove requiring greater impetus being
given to the revolution taking place in vehicle efficiency. The blueprints for a car that can do
one hundred kilometres per litre of petrol already exist, but they must be turned into reality. In a
paralel step, we want to accelerate the launch of emission-neutral engines on the market — using
solar hydrogen systems, fuel cells or vegetable oils. This requires arange of combined factors to
be successful, including integrating research geared to practical applications, tax incentives,

sanctions and clear technical objectives.
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Integrated traffic planning means letting those affected participate. We are committed to citizen
involvement in planning processes and passenger consultative bodies where a common point of
reference can be established, based on the different mobility needs of women and men, young
and old, or people with disabilities.

The proportion of freight on the rails must be swiftly increased, and the risein freight haulage
on the roads has to be curbed. We are calling for opening the rail network for private freight
trainsand afair truck and lorry toll in line with perpetrator principle.

We want traffic noise substantially reduced, especially at night. In our view, this measure
requires an overall national-level plan for noise reduction. We are looking to implement noise
certification in all traffic sectors, promoting low-noise vehicles, penalizing high-noise vehicles
and reducing their numbers. We want additional noise protection measures even on the new

railway lines that are more heavily used. A ban must be placed on night flights.
VI1I. Nature and landscape conservation

ALLIANCE90O/THE GREENS regard nature and landscape conservation as crucially important.
Human beings cultivate nature and use the earth, yet are simultaneously a part of nature and,
despite all the scientific and technical progress, remain dependent on it. Not only do we protect
the diversity of nature, the richness of species, and the irreplaceable uniqueness of near-natural
countryside out of respect for their inherent worth, but also because an intact environment is of

immeasurable value for people themselves. A price cannot be set on the beauty of nature.

For this reason, we are calling for unspoilt natural areas and historic regions in the countryside
to be maintained. We want areas of nature protection and landscape conservancy to be integrated
into alarger regional network. In our view, nature protection, green tourism and the new style of
agriculture form an essential part of new concept of nature conservancy, including akind of
farming, forestry and fisheries that defines good professional practice as showing consideration
for the concerns of nature and landscape conservancy. In global terms, the last major natural
spaces, such as the Antarctic, the world's oceans or the remaining rain-forest and jungle, must be
protected from economic exploitation and destruction by agreements binding under international
law. These areas belong to the shared, inalienable natural heritage of all humankind. The rights

of indigenous peoples must continue to be safeguarded.

Protecting nature and conserving natural space for future generations raises the major issue of
the present sealing of landscapes. We want to counter this trend by finally giving priority to
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preserving existing green space in local recreation areas and within conurbations as a habitat for
animals and plants, for cultivated plants, or high-quality ground for farming and forestry, and
noise protection. These uses must be given precedence over transforming these areas into
housing estates or parts of a transport network. Forest is an essential natural resource, important
for the diverse ecosystem it offers. For this reason, the protection of all forestsis a central
objective of our policy, whether in tropical regions or in Germany. The forced use of old
buildings and derelict industrial wastelands, combined with targeted promotion of local public
transport servicesin rural areas, will stop unreasonably |arge amounts of non-developed free
space being turned into housing or roads and introduce a redirection that is long overdue. We are
committed to keep improving the quality of ground and surface water. By 2020 it ought to be
possibleto swimin all of Germany's rivers again.

VIII. Animalsneed rights

It istime to rethink and redefine the relationship between people and animals; it istimeto
acknowledge that animals have rights. For this reason, particular attention must be givenin
ecology to topics dealing with issues relevant in animal protection. In addition to conserving
habitats and species diversity, protection isimportant for the sake of the animal asaliving being
itself. This requires rethinking many different areas — and this is why we advocate reinforcing

awareness of these issuesin kindergartens and schools.

The way people treat animalsin farming must be coined by the responsibility towards the
animals. Keeping livestock in suitably natural conditions culminates in a situation where animal
protection and environmentally-friendly economic use mutually determine one another. Forms
of livestock husbandry that are cruel to animals must be stopped.

ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS regard cruelty to animalsin farming and killing animals for

luxury goods as found, for example, in fur coat production, as ethically untenable.

We are calling for afundamentally new concept of hunting, where animal protection and
ecological necessity are given afar stronger role. We see arole for animal protection in fishing

and angling too.

Our understanding of animal rights aims at overcoming animal experiment use, substituting
alternative test methods and improving species protection. In an united Europe, animal
protection must be regulated on a pan-European level. If cross-border harmonization with other
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states were to lead to aworsening in our animal protection standards, then a national go-it-alone

approach might not only make sense in its own terms but also provide arole model for others.

Animal protection organisations have to enjoy an enhanced position in planning and

authorization processes to allow them to actually do justice to their role as the animals' advocate.
IX. A global perspective for the environment and development

In the 21st century, ecological crises will be among the main causes of international conflicts.
For this reason, a central element in preventing civil crises and violence is an international
environmental policy based on the principle of solidarity, built around reducing own resources
use and simultaneously providing technical and financial aid for less-industrialised countries to
help them take the initial steps on the road to sustainable development. The protection of natural
livelihoods must be given greater prominence in UNO and North-South cooperation. This
requires new instruments and institutions, centred around a significantly stronger and better
funded environmental organisation. This world environmental organisation could then perform
an umbrella function for existing and new environmental treaties, reinforcing the

implementation of such environmental agreements even against the World Trade Organisation.
Our aim isto realise minimum ecological standards in the frame of the World Trade Agreement.

In many regions of the world women bear the responsibility of feeding the family and bringing
up the children. First and foremost, a sustainable development policy has to underline the social,

cultural and political rights of women, enabling them to have equitable access to resources.

The countries on the threshold to industrialisation need help in developing an environmentally
compatible infrastructure and gearing their economy to principles of sustainability. In the new
industrial countries mobility has grown exponentially and energy needs have soared; for these
reasons, it is an issue of ecological survival to organise this development using the most up-to-
date, environmentally low-pollution technologies. As aresult, policy on the German export

industry must promote a transfer of modern environmental technology and the requisite know-

how.

Introducing a global system of tradable emissions certificates, especially for CO? emissions, is
one international instrument designed to equalize the ecological burden. Using a system like this
should help Third World countries find new ways of servicing debt and financing imports of

more environmentally-friendly technologies.
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Towards an ecological and social mar ket economy

The decisive challenge facing modern economic policy islocated precisely in making the
transition to an economic system that is sustainable, ecologically feasible and socially
equitable. We are calling for our economic system to evolve into an ecological and social
market economy; in thisway, it will secure the quality of life for today and for the future.
Only if amarket economy bal ances economic dynamism with environmental protection and
social safeguards, can it be sustainable. An ecological and social market economy releases
peopl€'s creative powers by enabling them to be equal stakeholdersin all aspects of
economic, societal and political life. Furthermore, due respect is paid to the finite nature of

the ecosystem Earth that forms the framework for our economic activity.

The future ecological and social market economy needs a stronger sense of society; it stands
opposed to an economics where maximising private profit is the sole goal. Long-term
unemployment must be overcome and everyone provided with the opportunity to participate in
economic prosperity. The previous social market system, with its emphasis on corporate profit,
isincapable of attaining its own goals and desperately needs overhauling. The social cannot be
allowed to be reduced to the state's functions merely being exercised through official authorities:
If no freedom for societal forces exists, and there is no self-determination for the general
population or any principle of secondary liability, solidarity in society becomes transfixed and
paralyses into mere bureaucracy. In our view, funds from the public coffers must be used to
support civil society, but we want simultaneously to limit the sphere of state action. It isthis
approach that distinguishes us from the political models behind state socialism, conservatism or

free market liberalism.

In an ecological and social market economy, gross national product is not the sole criteria of
prosperity. Instead, it is expanded to become an "environmental and economic sum total",
including ecological follow-up costs. Society's wealth needs to be defined in more
comprehensive terms, with the gross national product expanded to become an ecol ogical
national product including ecological follow-up costs. Prosperity includes things that cannot
be expressed in euros and dollars. We measure the economy by how it has further enriched
everyone's cultural and social relations, and expanded the possibilities of living freely and
equally together — without citizens being disadvantaged by class, status, gender, ethnic origin
or way of life.
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We want the concept of work to be understood in adifferentiated way. Work is paid
employment but work is equally housework, nursing and care, and voluntary work for the
genera good of the community. Unemployment and lack of income are not identical. A
future ecological and social market economy must acknowledge all forms of work, evaluate

them and distribute them fairly between women and men.

An ecological and social market economy must be founded on a theory encompassing the
entire economy, taking account of all the direct and indirect economic trade relations,
including private households and products and services arising from unpaid labour.
Asymmetry in gender relations, screening off non-market standard economic practices, and
undervaluing work on human resources all culminate in substantially damaging the economy
asawhole. The unilateral devolution of unpaid "care sector” tasks onto women is
unproductive and a central obstacle to economic and social growth. In the face of this
tendency, we are calling for equality between women and men as an independent criteriain
shaping the economy and as a benchmark of quality in a social market economy. The
principles behind gender mainstreaming have to be recognised, in particular, as of relevant
concernin al financial and economic policies. The state budget policy needs to introduce

gender budgeting.
|. The foundations of our economic policy

Prosperity for everyone assumes equitability, self-determination, ecology, and democracy.

These are the fundamental basic values that also determine our economic policy.

The economy and ecology. We are calling for an ecological modernization of the economy.
Ecology opens up an important sphere for growth and means more than just technical
innovation based on ecological concerns. We are calling for our society to agree on long-term
goalsin economic policy, setting the market a clear basic ecological framework. We want our
society to agree on long-term ecological aims and guidelines for the market, including, over
the coming decades, drastically reducing emissions damaging to our climate, preserving near-
natural countryside, protecting biological diversity on our planet and, equally, putting a stop
to the production of atomic waste. From thisinitial starting point, a choice then needsto be

made of instruments best suited to implementing these ecological goalsin each specific case.

Ecological economies create new jobs. For thisreason, ALLIANCESO/THE GREENS
strategy of pursuing sustainability details an economic model for success. A decentralized

energy economy sector working on the basis of regenerative energy sources offers more
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gualified jobs than the extremely capital intensive atomic energy. Moving from a waste
society to acircular flow economy will provide new jobs in maintenance, repair, and
recycling. Our objective of driving ecological structural change forward acknowledges the

need for this process to be made socially acceptable.

In an ecological and social market economy, one basic principleisthat an individual should not
make profits at the cost of society as awhole. This means prices must reflect real costs instead
of being passed on to the public at large - and it is here that the introduction of the ecology tax
was a decisive breakthrough. We advocate further evolving our tax and fiscal system in line with
ecological principles, sparing the environment and promoting employment. Environmentally
harmful subsidies have to be systematically reduced, both in the national and international

arenas.

Economy and equitability. Equitable treatment for all cannot be achieved by everyone
simply pursuing their own best interests, especially since this race is run from unequal
starting positions. For this reason, we expressly support the social obligation property
imposes, asit is anchored in the German Constitution. Economic equitability means, in
particular, equitable taxes and levies, both for private individuals and companies. We are
calling for aregulatory framework guaranteeing ecological, social and cultural interests and
balancing out chances for astart in life. Only when such a framework exists, can competition
actually promote justice and equality.

Participating in the world of work and having the ability to earn one's own living are central
to each individual's persona development and their social integration. In this context, it is
fundamental that everyone wanting to be employed has the chance to find work; similarly,
each person needs access to retraining and further training schemes or to enjoy the possibility
of starting one's own company. We want to remove hurdles in access to particular professions

and abolish regulations designed to exclude migrants.

L ong-term unemployment creates marginalization and poverty —for these reasons aloneit is
unacceptable in an ecological and social market economy. Our policy aims at curbing
unemployment. In addition to initiating a campaign for qualifications and introducing labour
market measures to stimulate employment, policy must be directed at making investment in
employment easier. In our view, high ancillary labour costs must be systematically reduced.
Our socia insurance system is almost totally fixed on wages and salaries, with the result that

labour becomes more costly, investment is hampered and moonlighting encouraged. We are
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not only calling for reforms of the social insurance system but advocate an expanded
assessment base; we also want to see greater financing of a basic social welfare provision
from taxes, applying the principle of a more equitable distribution of the tax burden. A social

society is one that manages to end discrimination and poverty.

The economy and self-deter mination. The ecologica and social market economy also
provides a framework for realizing self-determination. Rather than economic confirmation
only serving to secure a person's financial existence, work also provides a place where many
people would like to put their own ideas into practice and realize their own life-plans. For this
reason, an economic system directed both towards individual freedom and economic
efficiency pursues the goal of granting everyone a substantial degree of economic self-
initiative. Freedom and self-determination require an equitable system of ownership. The
transformation taking place in the world of work has partially eroded the job security of the
past, replacing it by demands for all members of society to show greater flexibility; yet at the
same time, they are exposed to greater risks. Such an approach can only be tenable where
provision is a'so made for offering people a new chance if they are unsuccessful. A culture of
independence cannot be restricted to a small number of privileged people. We want to
generate areal choice between different life models. For thisreason, we are calling for a
guaranteed functioning system of social safeguards, combined with both an efficient tax and
revenues system and substantial freedom of information. The precondition for genuine
cooperation is self-determination. Globalisation is governed by precisely those conditions that
require inter-company cooperation for economic success (e.g., networks). Both women and
men must enjoy access to all types of work and economic activities; to develop their skills

comprehensively both genders have to participate in work and care.

The economy and democracy. Our concern isto enable as many people as possible to become
active playersin economic life. To this end, we advocate the right to codetermination and co-
organization, so that employees are put in a position where they are able to promote their own
interests while simultaneously enabling them to make efficient, long-term oriented corporate

decisions.

The tradition of asocial partnership within the Federal Republic is founded on the notions of
autonomous collective bargaining and strong partnersin collective pay agreements. These
cannot be allowed to be eroded. We stand by area-wide pay agreements and strong work's
councils. If amodern economy aims to safeguard peaceful social relations, it needs innovative

entrepreneurs, competent unions and work's councils ready to accept reforms. This applies
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equally where economic development and the employment structure are subject to increasingly
varied forces, making regional and sector-specific tariff agreements necessary. In principle, we
arein favour of keeping area-wide pay agreements since they are valuable achievementsin
protecting employees and aready offer sufficient opportunities for aflexible structure. In our
approach towards the tariff partners, we stand by our aim of taking into account the interests of

the unemployed too .

We support the demands of consumers to be actively involved in shaping the economy instead
of merely being its objects. Society too must participate more in planning processes. We support
the sectors of our society directed towards communal welfare, cooperation and self-
administration and aim to reinforce them wherever economic efficiency islinked to a shared
economic task in providing communal care or is required by communal self-help, above al in

housing, health and the social economy.

We are committed to greater employee participation in company success and productive capital,
and support expanding co-determination. We perceive this as an initial movement towards

further evolving the idea of economic stakeholders.
A key project: Thefuture of aunited Germany

We consider the gradual development of economic capacity in eastern Germany as a central
national task for the decades to come. In both the society and the economy, we advocate
continually and actively providing support for the process of adjusting living conditionsin the

eastern and western parts of Germany.

Eastern Germany's future, though, should not exclusively be discussed from the perspective of
catch-up development. Our aim isto use the critical dialogue on today's structural problemsin
the east and the west to find new forward-looking approaches to development, particularly
where these combine economic and ecological innovation. We want to ensure that the
development supported in eastern Germany is not merely a copy of what had been successful in
western Germany under completely different conditions and which itself now needs to be
reformed, for instance, in the transport and power sectors. We are relying on regional skills and
specific features to form the basis for independent development in eastern Germany. In this way,
we want to move away from indiscriminate support towards a policy giving sufficient weight to
regiona development potential, targeting subsidies rather than using tax write-down models. We
want to ensure that mechanisms are introduced to monitor subsidies to prevent inefficiency and

abuse.
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We give a particular place to developing "Knowledge, Training and Research Regions™ in
eastern Germany. Against the background of the fundamental changes created by the knowledge
society, we regard a productive scientific and academic infrastructure as the basis for economic
development and hence as the precondition for creating and keeping training places and jobs.
Thisincludes —in the sense of 'learning regions — new forms of further training, cooperation
between training organizations and networking within the regions.

Our goal isto provide over-proportional additional means for research and tertiary level
educational facilities and, by creating an innovation fund, support the establishment of regional
core centres of development. We understand it as a part of equal opportunity that own equity

resources and capital accumulation are targeted for support.

The eastern German Laender have a bridging function to those eastern European countries
applying for EU membership. Our aim isto make use of and promote the chances arising from

thisin both the cultural and economic spheres.
II. Market economy and regulative policy

The social market economy combines economic freedom with a social and ecological regulative
policy. The state needs to guarantee the basic requirements for functioning markets, with free
market access, legal certainty and contractual compliance, extensive transparency and
monopolies either prevented or dismantled. Monopolies and oligarchies can only be prevented
or dismantled if there are stringent controls on mergers and cartel formation in place on the
regiona and national level and at EU domestic market level; additionally, effective
decartelisation regulations must be introduced. For the benefit of consumers, we are committed
to efficient competition. The theory of free markets is frequently very different from the
economic reality present in everyday life. Moreover, the market and competition do not
automatically result in a desirable outcome by themselves either in the ecological and social

spheres nor in the economy as awhole.

The stereotypical models of either competition or state intervention have long been left behind.
Competition needs a framework established by the state, especially where it is supposed to lead
to socially and ecologically acceptable results. Simultaneoudly, state intervention must ensure
the continuation of the market economy's functions and, especially, itsinnovative force. Bearing
thisin mind, the choice of instruments best suited to solving any given economic policy problem
has to be specific to each case. We want a state able to shape and create, building on and

promoting the commitment of all members of society.
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The readiness of every tax payer to make their contribution is encouraged by having asimple
and transparent tax system, with fair rates of tax. Exceptions and special legal definitions distort
the actual amounts contributed, resulting in a complex, opaque set of regulations. For this
reason, as well as from a democratic perspective, tax system simplification is absolutely

essential. Tax dumping creates unfair competition.
A key project: Transparency for consumers

Transparency, information and labelling are essential for consumer choice and a functioning
market economy. Only informed consumers, with comprehensive access to facts about the type
of production, product contents and possible dangers, are in a position to make responsible
choices when deciding on purchases of foodstuffs or other products. Our aim is that, for
example, allergy sufferers are able to recognize the foods they can consume safely and the
products they can use without endangering their health. We want to see the law on liability

extended to ensure a producer's responsibility for the quality of their product.

We intend to improve the requirements on information provision and labelling so consumers
purchasing decisions can influence manufacturers, leading to healthier, better quality products
that are ethically tenable. In future, consumers must be able to tell at a glance the product's
origin and the social, environmental, and animal protection standards used in its production. It is

here that consumer protection agencies can make a significant contribution.

Authorities must have the duty and the right to report regularly on their work, issuing

representative results and providing information on any infringements of regulations.

Since national laws are linked to EU standards and international law, we want to see established
standards consolidated and extended on the international level.

[11. Ecological fiscal reform

The actions of the state must be congruous with the guiding principle of sustainable
development. Thisis especially true of itsfiscal and budgetary policy. The first important steps
have been taken towards integrating nature and the environment in our tax system by
introducing the ecological tax reform and agreeing on atruck toll for motorways. However, this

can only be the beginning.

The entire system of taxes and revenues needs to be reformed on ecological lines, providing

financia incentives for environmentally-friendly producers and consumers while minimizing
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damage to the environment. Thisis a main milestone on the road to an ecological and social
market economy. For this reason, we want to keep evolving the principle of ecological taxation,
extending it to other areas outside energy consumption, i.e., as tied monetary compensation for
use, for example, in air traffic or shipping. The ecological fiscal reform must be reinforced in the
agricultural sector too, countering land consumption and ecologically harmful production
methods. Tax and fiscal policy must reward reduction of ecological damage and increase the
burden on those harming our environment, without demanding alarger total amount from
society as awhole. Furthermore, the German tax and fiscal system contains any number of
ecologically harmful subsidies, especially in the coal mining, agricultural and transport sectors.
Reducing and restructuring these subsidies will provide support for environmental protection
and, at the same time, combines with a sustainable fiscal and environmental policy. An
ecological fiscal reform contributes to more international equitability too. In thisway, climate
protection goes hand in hand with greater equality in taxation and the efficient use of public
money. Additionally, we are calling for ecological aspectsto be integrated into the scheme for
fiscal equalization between the German Laender.

V. Consumer protection

In contrast to professional market players, consumers are structurally disadvantaged; they cannot
be just aswell informed in all consumer and service sectors as suppliers, each with their special
product or service. We are calling for organised consumer protection to balance out the
consumers "natural” disadvantage on the market place and encourage fair competition. Thisis
particularly needed in areas covering security and health issues, possible consumer indebtedness,
and where new market structures are emerging. Consumer protection has to be understood in a
wider sense: on the one hand, offering 'protection’ to those needing active advice, or unable to be
sufficiently well informed due to their lack of opportunities, yet on the other hand, ensuring
sufficient transparency for those trying to obtain information by themselves. In the former case,

consumer protection also has a social dimension.
V. The knowledge economy

Information processing and data transmission are accel erating exponentially, not only
pushing the globalisation of financial markets and manufacturing onto a new level, but also
altering work processes and the economic structure. An ever larger part of value added is
derived from research, development, information processing and communication. Innovative

cycles are rapidly becoming shorter. The level of qualifications among employeesisrising;
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the key to vocational successis found in education and further training. Participation in these

areas cannot be dependent on income or social origin.

Simultaneously, work relations are in a state of flux. Centrally organised mass production - the
eraof 'Fordism’ - has come to an end. The value of a modern company lies, above all, in the
knowledge of its employees. The new economy is marked by expanded spheres of autonomy,
team work, own initiative, and flat hierarchies. More self-determination at work has become a
real possibility.

Admittedly, there is another side of the coin in this development: increasing pressure to
achieve, growing competition, cutting long-term company ties, and less secure employment.
Precisely for these reasons, the New Economy has not made a collective system of safeguards

in social and wage-bargaining redundant.

In the knowledge economy, patent law and 'intellectual property' must be reformulated to
prevent knowledge monopolies which might become a barrier to technological advancement by
making it more difficult for new companies to enter the market. Thisissueis especially
controversial in the area of gene technology. We strictly regject the idea of granting compound
patents on plant, animal or human genes or gene sequences, or indeed on any living thing. The
new information and communications technol ogies can contribute to a sustainable approach to
economics. They can make it possible to redefine production processes and transport chains
within the conservation of resources, clearing the way to amodern circular flow economy. Zero
emissions factories are no longer a utopian dream. Miniaturizing machines and appliances
saves energy and raw materials. Video conferencing and on-line communication can replace
involved trips. Value added is increasingly becoming located in the service sector. This
"dematerialisation" of the economy facilitates the urgently needed reduction in the consumption

of nature without halting dynamic economic processes.
V1. Regional economies

Strengthening the regional business cycle is a necessary supplement to globalisation, improving
stability in the economic sphere and on the employment market. Creating a distinct ecological
framework for the market economy heightens the importance of regional business cycles. We
are calling for regional business cycles between town, region and rural areas that reinforce each
other via cooperation, managerial advantages, exchange mechanisms and mutual demand.

Innovative services and production methods, environmentally friendly technologies and on-site
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local knowledge and training then become factors in the choice of location and contribute to the

image of an entire region.

Regional business cycles promote craft trades, small service-based firms and close-to-
consumer agriculture. A region's strongly developed cultural identity favoursits sustainable
development. Setting regional policy for alonger-term provides investors, local authorities
and citizens with the planning security they need. We support regional development plans

that combine ecological, economic, social and cultural goals.

Germany has to remain an attractive economic location in future too. However, this does not
depend solely on what are called hard factors, such as taxation or transport infrastructure,
since the 'soft' location factors are gaining in importance, especially for modern business
sectors. Decisions made today about where to locate economic activity are frequently based
on factors such as an intact environment, the quality of child-care and school systems,
availability of qualified employees, the cultural events on offer, and tolerance and openness
to the world. Any modernization policy ignoring these connections will be unable to achieve

its aims, while regions taking these aspects into account are more successful.

In aparticular way, our economic policy is devoted to supporting small and medium-sized
enterprises. In contrast to the major companies, small and medium-sized firmsarein a
position to adapt quickly to new situations and challenges and give flexible answers reflecting
the needs of the people involved. It is here that the highest proportion of jobs are created, and
primarily here too where product quality and customer-oriented services are found.
Entrepreneurs and the self-employed generate innovative products and services that drive
structural change forward and create new jobs for the future. For this reason, we want to

create the optimal conditions for people planning to start their own company.
A key project: A new form of agriculture

In our terms, agricultural reform is a central socia and political task. In addition, a Green sea-
change in agriculture will contribute decisively to reducing over-production and, in this way,
limit EU export subsidies. Sustainable agriculture, based on ecological principles, provides the
best guarantee for tasty, good-quality food, and foodstuffs that are not harmful to health. For this
reason, our overall objective isto gear farming the land more towards environmental and animal

protection.
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Consumers must be able to rely on agricultural product quality, and know the food they buy is
completely safe in health terms. Without this trust, farmers have no economic security. Food
must free of any substances injurious to health, such as antibiotics or hormones. Distinct quality
stamps will ensure transparency at a glance, with labelling for all stages of production and
monitoring across the entire chain of food production, from stall to counter. In our view, the best
foodstuffs are those produced locally. Our key project for a new form of agriculture setsitself
the objective of supporting rural land use. We are calling for the development of an association

involving the agricultural sector and consumer protection agencies.

The damage caused to the environment by conventional agriculture must be reduced.
Agricultural subsidies provided at the national and EU level have to be geared to creating
conditions allowing fair competition for consumer-oriented and environmentally-sensitive
production. We want to provide support for keeping livestock in a suitably natural environment.
We support and promote the idea of municipalizing abattoirs, limiting the transport of animals

for daughter to a maximum of four hours.

Agriculture and nature conservancy can only have afuture together. Extensive agricultural use
conserves traditionally cultivated land that has been farmed for hundreds of years and preserves
species diversity. Farmers ought to be suitably remunerated for their services in environmental

protection and nature conservancy.

Constant land use for infrastructure, or industrial and residential purposes, deprives the
ecosystem of valuable space, hence steadily removing the means of production, above al in
more heavily populated regions. It is here that we want to link the
ALLIANCE90/GREENenvironmental policy with our agricultural policy to their mutual benefit,
providing greater protection for agricultural land from non-reversible damaging land use and, in

this way, maintain the possibility of employment in the agricultural sector.

Ecological farming is future-directed because it combines the production of healthy foodstuffs
with conserving natural resources and livestock husbandry under conditions best suited to the
animals themselves. The proportion of ecological farming in agricultural production hasto rise
significantly above 20 per cent by 2020. In this process, consumer information has a central role

to play. Healthy, high-quality food also hasits price.

In addition to food production, there are new potential sources of income for farms using

environmentally compatible methods. In future, renewabl e resources, plants for energy, wind
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power, biogas, green tourism, landscape conservation and contracted nature conservancy may

develop into significant sources of income.

Our policy wantsto put farming in a position to continue producing without using gene
technologies. Their use in agriculture increases farmers dependency on the agricultural industry
and reduces animal and plant diversity. Gene technology monopolies on seed threatensto
destroy agricultural structures, especialy in the developing countries; at the same time, there
have not been detailed investigations completed into all the health and ecological risks posed by
gene technologies in animal and plant production. Priority has to be given to producing
foodstuffs without the use of gene technologies and this production has to be guaranteed. The
farmers rightsto producing without gene technologies and the consumers rights to gene
technol ogy-free food have to be secured at all stages of the chain, from planting crops, to
processing, to the foodstuffs bought across the counter. A transparent system of labelling and
monitoring is essential for all gene technology foodstuffs and animal feeds across the entire

production process.

All gene technology foodstuffs and animal feeds have to be given clear and transparent labelling

accounting for all stages of production.
VII. A sustainablefiscal policy

Our fiscal policy is geared towards our key principle of sustainable development. To be
equitable, taxation hasto be aligned with the ability to pay. A just tax system is based on a
straightforward income tax system. Income tax on both earned and capital income, together
with investment-related taxes, such as inheritance tax, are equitable taxes since they take the
individual ability to pay of each and every individual astheir measure for the contribution
due to the general community at large. Our objectiveis equal taxation in line with the ability
to pay and not differentiated according to types or sources of income. Freedom today and in
the future can only be established on the principle of self-limitation embodied in fiscal policy.
We do not want to issue blank cheques on the future. Tax exceptions and special regulations
must be reduced further and the entire fiscal system must be made more transparent.
Subsidies and grants have to be publicly disclosed and regularly monitored, while assistance

provided for launching new products has to be limited to a set period of time.

Harmoni zation between taxation and aspects of social policy aspects are needed to give
parents greater support. We include among these measures increasing financial support for

children instead of subsidizing marriage certificates.
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Our aimis asustainable fiscal policy, guaranteeing equality across the generations. To avoid
the debt trap, excessive indebtedness must be controlled and reduced; this additionally
maintains the political room for manoeuvre and creates a balance between income and
expenditure at all federal levels. Simultaneously, we need to make crucial investments for the
future. In order to find the correct balance between saving and investing, we are calling for a
new definition of investment in the light of sustainability, one also including funding for

education, science, and environmental conservation.

We support an enhanced federalism ascribing the local authorities alarger role. The
democratic legitimisation vested in our federal system demands the restructuring of blurred or
opaque spheres of responsibility on various state levels to alow the Laender and local
authorities more room for manoeuvre. Such a move also entails expanding the local
authorities area of competence in tax policy with independent rights granted in questions of

assessment and tax rates.

We adhere to the duty, as expressed in the Constitution, of supporting solidarity between
individual Laender on the federal level. We want to ensure that the eastern Laender can
participate in the financial capacity of the state in its entirety and, in thisway, allow them to
continue the catch-up process.

VI1II. International Economic Policy

Having an influential position in the world markets entails the duty of showing solidarity with
weaker countries, in particular, in the area of development cooperation. Our objectiveisto
keep our national economy competitive without ruining other economies. There are two main
contributions highly-industrialised countries have to make in helping the poorer statesin
Africa, Asia, and Latin America: opening up their own domestic markets for goods from
these countries and, secondly, gradually reducing the huge agricultural subsidiesin the North.
To avoid merely generating a dumping price war, apolicy of open markets for the South must
be linked to a commitment to maintain internationally valid minimum standards in social and
ecological spheres and in terms of gender democracy. These minimum standards include the
right to strike and the right to establish free unions.
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We support the development of atrade network to provide solidarity with other countries,
guaranteeing fair prices for products, and so ensuring these are produced under humane and

ecologically acceptable conditions.

Moreover, we advocate consolidating and expanding international institutions and
establishing binding rules and standards on financial transactions, trade and investment.
Multiplying the amount of speculatively invested monetary capital in short-term circulation
around the world increases the risks of currency and financial crises, and all their far-reaching
social consequences. To counter this, we are calling for improved financial market
transparency and enhanced central bank coordination. Systematic steps must be taken to

prevent money laundering and capital flight.

We arein favour of taxing speculative capital transactions by, for example, applying the

Tobin tax.

We want to strengthen the influence of supranational institutions on the world economy, such as
the International Labour Organization (ILO) or the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, and support the United Nations environmental programme. The aim of

sustai nable development has to be anchored in the statutes of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank and reflected in the
programmes they adopt.

With the gathering pace of European economic and fiscal policy integration, the European
Union has the chance and the duty to adopt a pioneering role in establishing the model of a
sustainable ecological and social market economy. We are against re-nationalizing markets, just
aswe are against a European protectionism that harbours the danger of trade wars, using
protective tariffs to exclude less devel oped economies. We are in favour of competition between
economic locations providing thisis not at the cost of either the environment or the social

welfare systems in the countries involved.
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Towards an emancipative social policy

Our aim isto create a society where marginalization does not exist and where everyone has the
chance to develop their skills. We want a society that welcomes children, does not banish the old
into retirement or reject people with disabilities, where poverty is athing of the past and the
future is not badly planned but actively shaped. A political culture of solidarity has to evolve
where respect, tolerance, help, and commitment for the weakest members of society is accepted
as simply amatter of course. We are calling for an equitable civil society that makesits
contribution to an equitable world community without the suppression or exploitation of people

or nature.
|. The foundations of our social policy

Social policy and equitability. We are committed to safeguarding social welfare and, precisely
because of that, believe in having the courage to change. Securing social welfare requires change
—and change, in turn, requires new forms of social welfare. One is inconceivable without the
other. A core element in ALLIANCE9O/GREEN(poalicy isthe equitable distribution of key social
goods, but our notion of social justice and solidarity extends far beyond the classic policy of
redistribution. Our primary policy goal isto prevent poverty and social marginalization and
improve the social situation of those worst-off within society. We want to create stakehol der
equitability, allowing everyone access to the key social areas of education and training, work
and political participation. Mass unemployment is unacceptable; it remains an unresolved issue
of social equitability within our society. But treating everyone fairly now needs to be addressed
in away going beyond merely equalizing the situation of those above and below: In our view,
the core issues in the question of equitable treatment deal with equality of opportunity between
women and men, the rights for all the citizens of our country to participate equally in society,
and, by the same token, the issue of equality between young and old across the generations.
Furthermore, we want to see fair treatment of people living with children. The political task
consists of arranging the social conditions governing our lives in such away that everyone has

an equal right to participate whatever their background.

Social policy and self-deter mination. Our idea of a social state means that we place people at
the very centre of policy. In an equitable and social civil society, the state sets the framework
that gives everyone a chance to develop their skills and talents. Children and young people
ought to be concretely integrated into planning processes in away suited to their age. At the
same time, in order to be the architects of their own fate, our citizens need reliable social
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safeguards and networks to cope with the more difficult situations in life. The core of the
ALLIANCE 90/THEGREENS social policy isfar removed from that care for others which
incapacitates by helping; instead, our social policy is marked by the creation of a socio-political
infrastructure that encourages each individual's self-determined devel opment and promotes
action reflecting and enhancing solidarity with others. The task of socia policy isto ensure
conditions and opportunities in life are equitable, and hence make a self-determined life

possible.

Social policy and sustainability. We are making social welfare provisionsfit for the future.
This also means making them suitably reflect the interests of young people and future
generations. Furthermore, sustainable social welfare policy pursues the goal of providing
precautionary measures, helping to prevent health risks and, as far as possible, minimize social
risks.

Social policy: The new challenges. Over the last decades, the conditions under which people
live, work and learn have undergone decisive changes. These changes are still underway and
accelerating; that's why the social welfare state must accept the responsibility incumbent on it
and prove how efficient it can be. It needs to be modernised to maintain its integrative force, and

not leave the issue of social balance and equality of opportunity to the free market.

Globalisation is changing the economy and transforming our working world. It's a process that
brings new opportunities in its wake but places greater demands on people to embrace both
social change and geographical mobility. In this change, ALLIANCES0/GREENpolicy
prioritises the allowances to be made in combining family and work, and the need for active
involvement in civil society. Ever larger numbers of citizenslivein fear of unemployment and
poverty, not just at the edges of society but in the centre too. Politics must open up new
perspectives to counter people's justified fear of downward social mobility. Society's increasing
individualization has dissolved traditional family bonds and conventional social structures, at
work, and in urban and rural life, alowing awide variety of new ways of life to emerge. A
modern social state must do justice to the diversity of ways of living and the variety of risks

involved.

For decades now, the population's age structure has been in a continuous on-going process of
change. One central issue now is the challenge presented by future demographic trends. Key
answers to this question lie in social insurance system reform, creating a more family-friendly

policy, establishing a culture of older people working, and shaping immigration policy.
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Migration is presenting new challenges to society's readiness for social integration. We need the
skills, commitment and experience of both female and male migrantsif our society isto

continue to exist socialy and economically and keep evolving.
[I. Fair to people: Over coming poverty

Poverty means marginalization. Children living in poverty are particularly restricted in their
chances to experience the fullness of life and opportunities for development and learning;
poverty also blocks future equitable conditions for self-determined development. Poverty not
only excludes people from the world of work and our consumer society, but also largely shuts
them out of the democratic processes shaping our body politic. Where poverty iswidespread in
cities, social problems accumulate — problems like alower level of education, and an increased
risk of illness and addiction. Routes out of unemployment and poverty need the starting point of

a guaranteed provision of basic social safeguards.

A reliable social system and good educational opportunities are decisive factorsin creating
conditions that prevent social marginalization, promote willingness to accept risks and change,

and secure political stability.

Families with young children are at the greatest risk of poverty since, while they have greater
financia needs, they also have lower incomes and are, as yet, unable to access assets. Single
parents — generally women — are in an especially critical situation and, with them, their children.

In fact, children comprise the largest group among those receiving social welfare.

Poverty is made visible by alack of money but it often emerges from the lack of social relations
and opportunities to develop and use one's own skills and abilities. The better people are
integrated into a network with others, the more likely they are to have better chances for work,
education and good health. For this reason, a modern policy directed towards combating poverty
must comprise more than just material transfers; it must combat the social conditions underlying
poverty, increase social capital in cities, towns and villages and above all support the

development of people and networks.
A key project : Guaranteeing a basic standard of living

Socia welfare, originally conceived of as alower-priority provision of assistance, is no longer
able to meet the current demands on providing a basic standard of living. Prevailing poverty is
still areality nowadays and combating it requires a bundle of measures aimed both at improving
the material situation of those receiving help and also actively countering social marginalization;
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such measures include a basic, needs-oriented provision of welfare that actually prevents

poverty.

Such provision must be adjusted in line with the rising costs of living, allowing re-assessment
viaaset system (a statistical model). In addition, this process hasto allow for people to fulfil
their need to participate in cultural and political life.

The changing world of work today increasingly demands a readiness to accept mobility and
flexibility — but this can only be expected when people are simultaneously protected from
poverty and provided with guaranteed social safeguards. Introducing a needs-oriented basic
provision ensures non-bureaucratic help in the case of poverty, unemployment, or in other cases
of need, or where people are in the process of transition between different types of work and
further training. This basic provision replaces social welfare and unemployment benefits—and is
received as a basic right, not aform of charity. We firmly reject the idea of simply changing
unemployment benefit into social welfare benefits as away of pushing through further cutbacks

in income support for the unemployed.

In the mgjority of cases, this basic provision is alump-sum payment. This makes for greater
transparency and improved legal certainty. People can then obtain information about their rights
quickly and easily - and they can and must decide on the way they spend the money themselves.
Thisrelieves the authorities of bureaucratic tasks, and frees them to concentrate more on
advising citizens; they can then develop into equal partnersin aloca association of networks
and service providers. Regional differencesin the cost of basic necessities, for example,
accommodation costs, are also included in this process. The basic provision is financed viatax,

relieving the financial burden on local authorities.

This social safeguard can be received by everyone entitled to it, without discrimination. Asa
result, their access to the labour market will be improved. Everyone seeking work will be
entitled to participate in measures encouraging an active employment policy, with individual
integration plans prepared for them. Own initiative will be encouraged and required, whereby
the involvement in job finding, founding a company, further training and retraining, family
work, or care and voluntary positions will al be taken into account. In so doing, help must be
ensured for finding a placement in a suitable job. The provision of a sufficient amount to cover
basic needs cannot be the subject of debate. Those needing income support due to disability or

age will receive an increased basic provision. A basic provision for children ensures that parents
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and single parents with low incomes do not fall under the poverty line, and consequently

increases their personal room for manoeuvre — not least on the labour market.
[11. Fair to citizens: The social state asa partner —involving the citizens.

Citizens do not want to be, and shouldn't be, patronised by the state. Many people are perfectly
able to help themselvesif supplied with the meansto do so. Members of our society who need
assistance ought to receive help as an expression of solidarity. They are not beggars but equal
partners with their own rights and duties. Only people provided with good chances to start with
and given external help when difficulties arise can discover their own way through the varied

paths life offers.

Where people are unable to help themselves, the principle of solidarity ensures that support is
forthcoming. The social state has to see civic groups as cooperation partners and support them,
for example, by strengthening neighbourhoods, promoting small social networks, or helping the
work of self-help initiatives or agencies for social work in the social sphere, or associations and
social groups. These can all access local conditions and personal situations better than services
provided "from above". Such structures often lead to innovative social services and working

methods being developed, although unpaid voluntary work cannot replace professional help.

The diverse active involvement of citizens forms an indispensable basis for a society where
solidarity isacore value. In aliving social culture, responsibility for oneself and our social
environment isacrucial element. Only those participating in socia life can influence it, which is
why participation has to be supported by the state. There need to be rights for voluntary work

and voluntary involvement.

Civic participation and self-realisation are not mutually exclusive. Many people are still just as
ready to take up voluntary posts and work but the reasons why they do and how they want to
become involved have changed. People want to contribute and actively participate but they also
want to see their work as meaningful and, not least, enjoy it and have fun too. Given these
changes in motives and the situation now, the task for local level policy isto support existing
opportunities and provide suitable chances for hel ping others while allowing people to develop
themselves too. These new forms of social and civic involvement are particularly crucial when
traditional sources of solidarity are, if anything, weakening, since these are the roots of society

where solidarity can be first be learnt and practiced.

V. Fair to access: Labour market bridges
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Working is more than just earning your daily bread. It is a means of integration and, for many, a
means of personal development and self-confirmation. Long-term unemployment creates
poverty and isolates those affected and their families. Mass unemployment for yearsis
unacceptable under any circumstances — and that's why curbing unemployment is at the very top

of our political agenda.

Work is more than just the classical notion of gainful employment. The ecological and social
market economy of the future has to recognize all types of work, reassess them, and create the
conditions for an equitable cross-gender distribution of work. A civic society shaped around
social valuesisrooted in the work done at home, in bringing up children, for the good of the
community, or in helping neighbours. Without such work neither solidarity nor social networks
would stand a chance — and that's why our aim isto create both the framework and the
instruments making access to employment fair while allowing there to be different ways of life
and combi nations between employment and non-employment that are socially secured. A central
task for an ALLIANCESO/GREENIabour market policy is to create equitable access and fair

chances for everyone looking for work. Our aim is integration instead of marginalization.

The principles underlying gender mainstreaming formulate the demands made on work in a
gender democracy. These apply, first and foremost, to the unpaid work of reproduction, to the

under-valuation of female qualifications and work and employment discrimination.

The opportunities for work are far from being exhausted. We have long proven that ecol ogical
policies create work. ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS has labour-intensive future-oriented projects
that will create new jobs, for example, the reforms planned for the health system, the shift in
agriculture, the energy turn-around and an ecological transport policy. The service sector and the
new information technol ogies both possess considerable future potential; that's why it's crucial

to develop these chances for additional employment via a directed ecological and social
economic policy promoting alarge number of innovative firms founded and run by self-

employed entrepreneurs.

In addition, public funding will be made available for job creation that makes sense socially and
ecologically, and safeguards peopl€'s livelihoods. We are committed to further devel oping the

start aready made here in local economies.

For thisreason, it is crucial to shape equitable modes of access to employment, develop

intelligent life working-time models, enable lifetime learning for everyone, systematically
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remove the discrimination and disadvantaging of women, and integrate older people and

migrants into society instead of marginalizing them.

The working society is going to continue evolving. Work structures will be further transformed
by the development of new media and creation of new employment areas. For this reason, a
framework setting conditions is needed to prevent the working society of the future becoming a
totally alienated society where living together is ranked lower than labour market flexibility.
Thisiswhy ALLIANCES0/GREENIabour policy combines innovation, flexibility and social
safeguards. We do not want to venture down the path of unlimited flexibility since aworking
poor cannot be a socially acceptable solution. Instead, we are calling for removal of the barriers
facing those outside the job market. Our concern is opening up new horizonsin labour market
policy; by combining flexibility and socia safeguards we want to reach differentiated and
effective solutions. Only in thisway do we have a chance to curb structural unemployment too

and increase the courage and readiness of those affected to accept change.

We are building bridges to employment. The instruments we are calling for support afluid
transition between non-employment and work. It is better to finance work than unemployment.
We are constructing employment bridges between unemployment and work, part-time and full-
time employment, self-employment and dependent work, educational and employment systems,
child-rearing, employment, voluntary work and care, and between work and retirement. This
requires the key underlying principle that even during non-employment claims arise for social
benefits.

Eliminating youth unemployment remains a primary task. In our view, companies must accept
the responsibility incumbent on them and become more involved in youth training again.
Particular support must be available for young people with no school leaving qualification or
traineeship. They need specifically-directed ways of assistance. These need to be evolved in a
process including the juvenile welfare service so that individual provision is available and

further training and qualification schemes can be established.

The experience older people have is required in the working world. The fundamental
contradiction between retirement and working life must be replaced by a culture of older people
working and opportunities for along-term transition period. But such a change requires support

for specia in-company training provision for older members of the workforce.
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Theideaof lifetime learning is a key concept in combating mass unemployment. Since
gualifications and further training develop and form the individual skills and needs of those

involved, they have to be open to everyone in society.

A working time policy isacrucia means of guaranteeing employment security and distributing
the work available to more people. Thisiswhy we aim isto take further steps towards a flexible
and socially-acceptable policy on working time, opening up the horizon of greater individual
choice. In future, part-time work must be transformed from afemale domain into an opportunity
for men too. A modern employment policy must use working-time accounts to foster the use of
overtime and extrawork for leisure-time in lieu, sabbaticals, qualifications, child-rearing or for
rest and relaxation. Shorter working-times have to be accompanied by better social safeguards.
We want to stimulate companies and their collective pay agreement partners to discover new

ways of introducing a reduction in working hours that promotes employment.

We want to reduce ancillary wage costs; this too requires areform of the social safeguards
system. Part-time work and low incomes especially suffer from high ancillary labour costs that
structurally inhibit further employment and encourage moonlighting. Reducing ancillary wage
costsis an effective contribution to promoting employment and has a positive effect on demand
and supply on the labour market. Other measures, such as job rotation, further professional
training, encouraging older employees, publicly subsidized employment and additional grants
for the self-employed can be combined in the most reasonable way at the local level.

V. Fair to children —a better quality of life for everyone!
A child-friendly society for thefirst generation in the 21st century

By moving towards a society welcoming children, we want to improve the quality of life for
everyone living here. Our motto in this processis still "We have only borrowed the world from
our children!" ALLIANCE9S0/GREENpolicy isfighting for afundamentally new evaluation of
the relationship society has to its children. Children do not only need parents to live well, they

need the entire community.

As aparty concerned with ecological and social equitability, we want to press ahead with the
social implementation of sustainability. Saving ecological resources has become a general
political goal. Sustainability must be equally valid for other parts of society too. The principles
of sustainability, stakeholder equitability, and equality between women and men belong to the
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foundations of the society we want to shape. They are the basic pre-conditions for a child-

friendly country.

We want to contribute to developing a child-friendly culture within society. Our aim is to ensure
thereisagood life with children and in this way improve life-quality, benefiting everyone. We
desire a culture of diversity, with acceptance of anyone who is different, whether a child or an
adult. A sustainable society inherently contains the idea there is investment into the conditions

governing children's lives, since without children our country has no future.
Children are important

We want a modern socia policy, shaping the foundations for future generations, independent of
nationality, cultural or religious origin or family structure. Whether in the classical model of
marriage, an unmarried partnership, single-parenting, patchwork families, re-married or same-

sex couples, the same principle applies: it's the children that are important.

The decision to have children must be taken as a genuinely free choice, not one dominated by
economic considerations. Up until now, mothers have lacked all the basic conditions needed to
create agood life with children: Life with children is made easier where there are regulations on
flexible working-time, more part-time jobs, extended hours for shops and child-care facilities, or
a healthy lunch provided by schools and kindergartens.

We see the need for along-term programme to ensure quality and meeting the demands for
suitable child-care, pre-school education and value dissemination. Life with children cannot
automatically entail one parent giving up their job. We want to establish free, properly qualified
whole-day care for al children from one to twelve years old. We advocate integrated education

for children with and without special needs.

Creating a child-friendly society requires an effort being made by all sectors of society and
needs the active support of all social groups, including firms and companies who can help by,
for example, providing child-care, part-time work, and openness for the needs of mothers and
fathers to have flexible working times. However, it is not merely a question of providing care
facilities, now, more than ever before, we need a child-friendly corporate culture, in every sense
of the word, and it has to become amain issue for labour and management.

Reforming the educational system for the future
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A society fit for children isinconceivable without a fundamental educational reform. Schools
and nursery schools need greater freedom to orientate themselves better to children's needs. In
our view, a nation-wide provision of all-day schoolsis essential. From the social political
viewpoint, young people require an expansion of the present lesson framework to promote their
potential for learning and development. It is crucially important to provide special measures for
immigrant children to ensure their right to participate in society. We desire greater autonomy for
schools. Higher quality, diversity and autonomy, and competition over the best school for
children, all require parents being able to choose; this choice has to be made possible and
encouraged. Schools in problem areas, especially, need awide-range of individual solutionsin
order to be responsive to their pupils. In a subsequent second step, we plan to introduce
guaranteed care, although until the infrastructure is sufficiently developed parents will have to

continue to make a contribution.
Child-friendly in everyday life

Everyone will benefit from an improved life-quality when everyday life is oriented more
towards the needs of children and their parents. For this, though, we need a culture that accepts
differences and is considerate of them. Our guiding maxim is policy from the children's
perspective: creating aresidential environment suitable for children by reducing cars, using
ecological construction methods and providing sufficient free space. In this way, these measures
generate improved life-quality and health for everyone. There needs to be a completely new
understanding of mobility and life-quality for the first generation of the 21st century. We need
mobility that reduces the numbers of accidents, returns public space to people, and especialy for

children, generates more room to play.

Children react more sensitively to pollution levels. For this reason, permissible limits must be
even more strict, set by reference to what is appropriate for babies and toddlers — in other words,
not taking an adult as the acceptable standard, but literally taking measurements on alevel with
children's needs. In view of the known connections between illness, environmental pollutants,
and habitually incorrect nutrition, our primary concern is, above all, to take long overdue

effective action.

We have the know-how to produce and process food so that it is good for children. The next
decades will be marked by aradical transformation in the agricultural sector. We want to ensure
that children have access to more healthy foodstuffs and come to grasp the links in food

production. To achieve these aims, we will take systematic steps to fuel the agricultural change-
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over to healthier foodstuffs, greater nature conservancy and the use of renewable natural

resources in energy production.
Fair acrossthe generations— social and ecological sustainability

Climate and environmental protection is a question of equitability between present and future
generations. In this, we have a special responsibility: How we act today determines the
conditions governing the life of tomorrow's generation. That's why we want to bequeath to them
modern, environmentally-sensitive technologies. not only energy use from renewable energy
sources, and recycling and energy-saving systems, but also transport systems providing mobility
instead of gridlock. These are the technologies that will guarantee the life-quality of our children
in the long-term. Thisis atask that transcends the borders of Germany alone and requires a
global effort.

In the 1950s, it was commonly held that there were no detrimental effects from atomic power
stations and anyway, whatever happened, people would always have children. Today we know
the prevalent conditions play adecisiverolein the desire to have children. Policy could be used
to structure these conditions in a more child-friendly way — and then more people would again

decide to have children.

Our system of social safeguards works on the basis that the contract between the generations
will be fulfilled in future too. Society has understandably integrated the "use" that children have,
but it has done so while leaving the costs for their keep and care only partialy, and
insufficiently, covered. We regard it as our task to make the social system sustainable to ensure
all generations are treated equitably.

Fair to children

In a society open to many different forms of family life, each child has to be ensured equal
chances. The financial framework ought neither advantage nor disadvantage single-parents or
couples. Securing the income of young mothers and fathers belongs just as much to societal
tasks as child-care itself. The financial support given to children has to become more transparent
and less bureaucratic. Our model of achildren's fund is designed to bring together, efficiently
and transparently, all financial social transfers made under family policy, uniting what was
previoudy distributed from a variety of sources at communal and city level. This comprises
wage compensation payment for children from unemployment insurance, maternity and
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education benefit, the basic child provision for children living under insecure income standards,

child allowance, allowances in house building funds, and reimbursement of child care costs.

The greatest risks of becoming unemployed at the beginning of the 21st century stem from the
lack of further qualifications or relate to child-birth and child-rearing. In view of the on-going
demographic changes, these will be the main problems on the labour market of the future. For
this reason, we have to make young parents afair offer, whether by providing wage
compensation payments beyond the present maternity and education benefits, by promoting
more part-time work, not only in later years but during the child-care phase, or by providing a
guaranteed basic child allowance. The existing social insurance payments for families need to be
raised further so that, together with a new alignment of payments for children, they can provide
abasisfor our social insurance system to gain increased acceptance among the younger

generation.
A key project: Policy from the children's per spective

To our way of thinking, the importance of greater life-quality by being more child-friendly isa
central theme in modernising our country. Ecological modernization reduces environmental
pollution, devel ops a viable use of resources and creates mobility that isfair to children. Thisis
apolicy for the first generation of the 21st century, and we measure our strategy of sustainability

against it.

We are going to create real freedom of choice for everyone to enjoy alife with children. Parents
must be able to decide what kind of child-careisright for their children. For thisreason, we
have put at the top of the agenda guaranteed care for all children from the first year on with
service provision completely covering the demand for it. Any plan of action for a sustainable
society that is both child and parent-friendly must contain measures for guaranteeing the
guantative and qualitative expansion of child-care facilities and all-day schools. Whether towns
and local authorities, parent groups and churches - or even companies - wherever there isthe
desire to provide avariety and high-quality servicein thisfield, the funding necessary will be
forthcoming. Parents themselves must be the ones to decide on the type and amount of care that
isright for their child.

Introducing the guaranteed child allowance is a step towards preventing children becoming a
risk factor in creating poverty in families, particularly in the case of women. In our view, thisis
preventative social policy. The guaranteed child allowance is a better support for families

because, in contrast to social welfare payments, it gives parents an incentive for working
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additionally. Redistributing the cash flows in our system of social safeguardsin favour of
children is an objective requirement since, in the long-term, they are the ones that keep the
system running. We are calling for all child benefit payments to be combined in a children's

fund, creating transparency and providing the frame needed for equitable distribution.

Children and young people must receive active support for their skills and help in gaining
qualifications. Services and counselling have arole to play in promoting children and young
people, guiding them as they develop further, and enabling them to take equal part in society.

Our desire to promote the involvement of all children equally isan integral part of our notion of
extended equitability. We want to overcome the deficits in the integration of immigrant's
children and the barriers still experienced in the lives of children with disabilities. Involving
children actively in decision-making processes is just as much abasic step in creating afair
society for children as ensuring that construction planning, permitted pollution levels and budget

consolidation take children’'s needs as their reference point.

Moving towards a child-friendly sustainable society can only be realized through a supra-
departmental initiative. Thisisthe first step towards compatibility between children and work,
but requires the commitment of both members of society and companies, for example, by
showing areadiness at work to appreciate the needs of families for mothers and fathers. We
want to make living together with children easier on two fronts, practically and financialy; in
the latter case, using the system of children's fund will reduce bureaucracy and create more
transparency for all those who need help. Our aim to help young families particularly, giving
them better safeguards and pre-empt any de-qualification of parents during the child-care phase.
Sustainability and equitability across the generations have to be the governing principles of a

child-friendly policy and society.
V1. Fair to young people— A policy for tomorrow

Both now and in the future, young people have to confront the particular challenges inherent in
individualisation and globalisation, and in demographic changes. They are no longer setting out
along clearly drawn paths through life. Different ways of life and perspectives are open to them
—yet at the same time, the uncertainty about the right way to go has increased. We have to make
it possible for young people to accept these challenges, and that's why we need to create security
in the form of both a basic standard provision and networks of support. That's also why we need
to improve the space we provide for young people. We need a buffer zone of tolerance for
different lifestyles and ways of life. Our aim isto enable young adults to meet pressures for
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achievement and forces for conformity self-confidently. Y oung people need free space to
develop and places to go where they can discover chances for different experiences, or find
support and advice. ALLIANCE9SO/THEGREENS support the reduction of the voting age.

The changing age-structure in society will have a considerable effect on the life of young
people. Their interests, and those of future generations, have to be adequately taken into account
in the system of social safeguards. An equitable society across the generations will deal both
with ecological and financial resources so as to leave subsequent generations room for
manoeuvre. The changing age-structure in society hasled to a situation where the question of
equitable treatment across the generations needs to be reformul ated, especially asregards old

age provision.

Changing gender relations are a challenge to our society. Y oung women want a range of
perspectives. Our society hasto evolve in order to prevent this from becoming a particular type
of social pressure on them. The rapid development of an even wider spectrum of jobs for girls
too isessential. For young women and men especially, the difficulty in harmonizing the
demands of family and work presents a serious obstacle to their career. At present young
working mothers and fathers lack cultural acceptance and socia support in Germany. The more
both areas remain open for either gender, the better chances young people have in a changed

world.
VI1I. Fair to gender: A lifewith equal rights

Our society is coined by the changes in gender roles. Women have fought for the present
unquestioned acceptance of their participation in the world of work, even if there are still far too
few women in leading positions. On average, women still earn less than men and have worse
chances of promotion. The difficulty in harmonizing the demands of family and work presents a
serious obstacle to their career. The importance of child-rearing as a societal task needs to
receive far wider acknowledgement. Increasingly, time off for parenting is turning out to be a
job killer for women. We want to balance out the disadvantages generated by time spent caring
for children. At the same time, there are ever more varied ways of life. The classical nuclear
family model is steadily decreasing in practice, while divorce rates are rising. New shared ways
of living are being created. The number of single-parent families is growing too. We support
different forms of living together in solidarity and partnership and acknowledge the contribution

this makes to social integration.
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We want to provide women and men with equal access to the labour market. This aso means
that we object to the tendency in eastern Germany's Laender of revising the number of
unemployed by pushing women out of the labour market. Gender equitability in the economic
arena also requires prohibiting any form of discrimination, and a policy of supporting women
not only in the state sector but throughout industry as a whole. For both women and men,
harmonizing the demands of family and work is a question of equitability just as much as
ecological dynamic. There needs to be greater acknowledgement, in both financial and social
terms, of child-care and child-rearing as a social task of equal value. We aim to make the child-
care period equally attractive for women and men. For this reason, we are calling for working
times suited to family needs, near-employer child-care facilities, opportunities for parentsto re-
enter work after the child-caring phase, and atax policy that does justice to the reality of work
for women. In future, only firms and companies promoting women and gender equitability will
be successfully managed.

A life enjoying equal rightsisamain prerequisite for amodern family policy. The desire for
family life and children are more often realised in countries where women working is culturally
accepted and taken as a matter of course. In contrast, the more working mothers come under
pressure to justify themselves, the more likely they are not to have children. Germany lacks both
social support for and cultural acceptance of working mothers and family-oriented fathers. The
more both areas remain open for women or men, the better chances children and families have in

a changed world.
VI1II. Fair contributions: restructuring the social insurance systems

Making the system of social safeguards ready for the future is atask that needs the involvement
of the whole of society. For this reason, every type of income ought to play a part in financing it.
Creating a public non-profit making sector and involving companies and the wealthy in
financing the social safeguard system are essential contributions towards a culture of solidarity.
All citizens participating in accordance with their ability to pay is a precept of socia justice that
benefits everyone - and precisely for that reason we need to introduce reforms of the system of
social safeguardsto gain and cement widespread acceptance of a future society based around

solidarity.

Social insurance systemsrely on a broad financial base and a society with the solidarity willing
to take up this burden; this principle of solidarity also needs the acknowledged support of the
strong, the healthy, the young and the working population. Only in this way, can the social
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safeguards needed in every phase of life be financed and assured as a matter of course for
everyone, and not as an act of charity. This system gives a security everyone contributes to —

according to their ability to pay — and everyone has aright to.

Our objective is amodern insurance system financed by contributions and for all members of
society, covering illness, old age provision and care. Our aim is to expand the contribution base,
minimize tax subsidies to social fundsin the long-term, and only finance the standard basic
provision from tax revenue. Everyone will contribute to this system of solidarity in line with
their ability to pay. Every type of income has to be subject to social insurance contributions. The
specia statusfor civil servants, self-employed and higher earnersis to be scrapped. An
autonomous social insurance system, financed by contributions, with extended assessment limits
and without the exclusion of certain income forms can be the foundation for a dynamic,

financialy viable and highly efficient system of social safeguards.

Cooperative or self-help associations for social provision, or types of private provision via
capital-oriented models, have to be given adequate support and can then form a sensible
supplement to the state system of aid. We stand by an unemployment insurance financed by

contributions.
I X. Fair to patients: Health policy for thefuture

The ALLIANCESO/THEGREEN's main aim in health policy is to have a modern health system
providing everyone living in Germany free access to services for maintaining their health, and
providing care and recuperation as needed. We want to evolve the statutory health insurance
scheme into a modern form of insurance for everyone in society, basing the guarantee of
substantial welfare cover in the principles of efficient financing and tailoring services for

equitable provision in all social situations.

There are imbalances today in the provision of care. The existing under and over-supply of
services, or wrong services supplied, is also an expression of alack of involvement and quality.
We are facing additional challenges too from the on-going demographic changes and advances

in science and information technol ogies.

We want to consolidate and expand the existing structures for care and close the gapsin this
system. This process has to take into account the particular situation of patients with disabilities

and chronic illnesses, who need different and more wide-reaching care.
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Medical progress has led us to face the question of whether what is technically possible can be
morally justified or right for society as awhole. Illness and death belong to human life: each
advancement made must be oriented to the benchmarks of human dignity, the rights of all
citizens and the diversity of human life. We measure the ethical quality of decisions by the
weakest members affected by them.

Health is more than just the absence of illness. A sustainable health policy can only be based on
a comprehensive policy promoting health. Factorsin ill health such as environmental pollution,
health risks at work, in leisure activities or from poor nutrition, or due to psychosocial stress and
discrimination are all extremely difficult for the individual to influence. For this reason, a policy
encouraging better health has to be recognized as a task cutting across standard boundaries and
become more firmly anchored in a supra-departmental approach. The present systemis biased
almost exclusively towards healing. Vitally important measures for health promotion and

prevention must be integrated in care supply structures, together with rehabilitation provision.

The interests of the patients and those insured have to come first. The health insurance systemis
dominated by the various insurance companies and the service suppliers. The patients and those
insured need to become more involved in planning, arranging, and monitoring the health system.
They have to become equal partners with equal weight. In the long-term, the health system will
only be secured via an equal three-cornered relationship between health professionals, insurance
companies and patients and those insured. This requires policymaking to concentrate on
establishing and enhancing the financial, institutional, and individual requirements needed for a
real partnership with the other players. The existing attempts at self-organization found, for
example, in the self-help group movement, must be reinforced and supported. The rights of the
patients will have to be developed further and then consolidated in protective legislation. There
needs to be independent institutionalised counselling to support patients in making use of their
rights.

In the process of reinforcing local democracy, more duties must be delegated onto the regional
and local levels. We see the core of thistask as establishing a public health service and health
centres (following the WHO model) that take the members of society as their point of reference.
The hierarchies, dependencies, and segmentation in health care need to be reduced, while
understanding for one another and mutual support between partners must be increased. The non-
medical health care professions need to be positively reassessed, with clearer content and greater
financial autonomy.

64



m q
The future is green. |

We are looking to establish an effective, efficient care system designed to meet people's needs,
providing integrative and cooperative services not locked into one single job definition. Service
supplier payment must be related to effectiveness and efficiency and be transparent for those
insured and patients. Neighbourhood stationary and ambulant care cannot be put at risk. Itis
time that psychologically and physically ill people are treated equally. In this case, we are
looking for widespread social acceptance for psychologically ill people to receive
comprehensive communal psychiatric care as outlined in the psychiatric report. We want to see
the role of medical counselling considerably augmented. The direct personal relationship has to
remain at the very heart of health care. Improvements are needed here, especially in the nursing
care sector. Our understanding of solidarity means that we are committed to making sure that

special types of therapeutic treatment also receive financial support.

In this area, one central concern is health education for children, and the extension of health
counselling and public health information services — all measures designed to improve self-
determination and self-responsibility. Promoting health means reducing the causes of illness and
reinforcing factors encouraging better health — and so, in the long term, cutting cost. In this
sense, as the very core of a sustainable health care policy, prevention is atask for the entire

society and one that cuts across standard boundaries.

Referring health policy more to shared health objectivesis amove that is overdue. In addition,
care provision and health need to be better suited to the needs of individual target groups (e.g.
the old and chronically ill, children and young people, or migrants). The negative effects of
being socially disadvantaged, especialy in children and young people, must be countered by
interdisciplinary prevention and support, for example, in schools and child-care facilities, and by

health and family support organized around social and area criteria.

Exercise and sport are decisive factors in remaining healthy and preventing illness. For this
reason, it is vital to ensure sport enjoys extensive support. Expenditure on health prevention is
an investment in health.

It isimportant to provide health support at work that takes into account the latest knowledge on
work safety and epidemiological studies on dangers to health. Preventive work safety measures

will have to be reinforced and the causes of dangersto health removed.

Any health system wanting to provide a service for everyone in society must be based on the

principle of gender equality. This requires afundamentally new orientation, using gender
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mainstreaming as a measure for reassessing all existing norms and values. Gender-specific

approaches remains as necessary as before.

Addiction and dependency are not health problems alone. Addictions have complex causes and
need acceptance and humane treatment, for example, by providing voluntary therapies. More
varied forms of addiction make differentiated methods of treatment essential. Specific target
groups require access to a needs-related provision of assistance for help to survive and move out
of addiction. We are committed to the principles of therapy and help instead of punishment. We
are looking to extend the systems of help already in place. Furthermore, funds have to be
invested in primary prevention so that, where possible, problems of addictions can be avoided
from the outset. The issue of addiction is one that concerns us al, since the causesfor it liein
the social sphere, for example, in youth unemployment and the emotional defencel essness of
children, and it has far-reaching consequences. Everyone has to participate in correcting the
undesirable societal developments that create addiction, and healing addiction has to receive
universal encouragement and financial support. A similarly important objective is applying to

reality the medical results on reassessing soft drugs.

We want to ensure our health system isviable in future, giving suretyship for ahigh level of
medical and health care for all citizens without regard to their social ranking, income or
residential area. For this reason, we reject any and every attempt to sever services needed for
general health care from financial support based on the principle of solidarity. Instead, we are
calling for expanding the existing care structure and closing the gaps in the health system.
Funding based on the principle of solidarity helps achieve abalance in society, ensuring,
regardless of their own ability to pay, good-quality medical care for people or groups exposed to
agreater risk of illness or premature death due to social or work factors. Each person must have
access to the health services they need. An adjustment for equalization safeguards
comprehensive insurance for every member of society. This principle of solidarity underlying
thisinsurance rests on a deliberate redistribution from the healthy to theill, from single

contributors to families, from young to old, and from high-earners to low-incomes.

We welcome competition between health insurance companies and service providers where this
leads to overhauling structures, regulating administrative systems and cutting costs, culminating
in better quality and financial management. Competition has to be founded on improvementsin
quality and economic efficiency, not on selecting patients. We advocate alearning health care
system, linking quality with economic aspects. To encourage transparency, enhanced

development and economic operation, we advocate mandatory (external and internal) quality
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management for all insurance companies, service suppliers and cost centres. Where the existing
structures of self-administration impede the reforms needed, they have to be atered and
improved.

In our view, choicein the health care system means that, in case of illness, those insured have
the option between different therapies or treatments of a specific, assured quality. Patients have
to be given the possibility of freely choosing from arange of treatments, using objective and
comprehensive information to decide on the treatments and therapies available. This requires
access to freely available, reliable information on both quality and services as well as service

providers.

We rgject pre-implantation diagnostics (PID) as a method in artificial insemination in favour of
choosing alife with disabilities, even where it may be, in individual cases, an additional help for

the parentsin reaching a decision.

To fully complete their tasks, statutory health insurance companies must enjoy solid support. In
addition to short-term measures providing tax funds for single services from the statutory health
insurance companies not solely covered by insurance contributions, we need to ensure all
citizens have equal accessto one single insurance system; the initial steps on this path require
successive dismantling of the special regulations covering civil servants, including the self-
employed in the insurance system, and abolishing the limit for higher earners. In this context,

measures need to be introduced to facilitate access for social welfare recipients and immigrants.

Dealing with gene technology in medicine. In Green policy, peopl€'s desire for health and
physical and emotional integrity are put at the top of the agenda. Where thereisarealistic
chance of preventing illness or providing suitable therapy, we see it as our duty to use
opportunitiesin the patients' interests, as long as the possible consequences have been given

serious consideration, do not harm the interests of others, or violate basic fundamental values.

Our objectiveisto utilize and promote whatever realistic chances there are for healing illnesses.
But we rgject directing genetic engineering to the creation of the 'perfect’ human being. Our
benchmark is each person'sindividuality, not a notion of how they measure up to presumed
norms of physical "health", "fitness" or "beauty".

We set every form of research and utilization in genetic engineering against the notion of human
dignity enshrined in our Constitution: From the very start, human life isto be protected and not

instrumentalized. We firmly reject any consumer-directed embryo research.
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Health research and bio-technologies offer far greater application than just the realm of genetic
engineering; thismajor potential ought to be taken advantage of. Applying numerous different
approaches also ensures independence from any one particular technology. In this sense, awide-
range of research has an inherent value in itself, afact that must be reflected in research funding

too.

To limit the risks inherent in genetic technol ogies and make the players in this arena responsible for
their actions, we are calling for effective legal regulations on liability. Similarly, we want an
obligation to provide suitable insurance cover required from companies or research institutes
engaged in green or red gene technologies. Individual genetic data has to be protected. In
conjunction with the desire to know about one's own genetic information, there needsto be a
corresponding "right not to know". The voluntary nature of genome analysis and protection of

confidentiality have to be given priority over any strictly economic concerns.

Strict borders have to be drawn for the privatisation and commercialisation of our genetic
heritage too. We reject completely the idea of any patent rights on genes, genetically
manipulated plants or animals, let alone on parts of the human body. In our view, patents should
only be granted for research processes in genetic engineering and use-specific areas of genetic
technologies. Gene tests should not be permitted as a requirement for concluding either
employment or insurance contracts, nor should knowledge gained from earlier tests be

admissible.
X. Fair to peoplewith disabilities: I1t's normal to be different

The key principles governing the ALLIANCE9O/GREENDpolicy for people with disabilities are
directed to ensuring that people with physical, mental or psychological disabilities are ableto
participate, on an equal basis, in communal life, enjoying equal opportunities and the right of
self-determination for themselves and their families. There needs to be a clear right to
rehabilitation, with constant revision and enhancement to secure effective compensation for
disadvantages and the required adaptation to changing demands; in addition, as a primary
measure, our aim is to introduce laws on equal rights, both on federal and Laender level, to
improve the legal framework allowing self-determination and participation to grow. Little by
little, barriers have to be removed to enable people with disabilities to enjoy access to every
sphere of life, and benefit fromit. In our view, creating barrier-free space does not simply mean
substituting lifts for stairs, but entails making space suitable for everyone, whether with or

without disabilities, quite independently of the type and extent of the disability.
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We want to counter, on all levels, the marginalization of people with disabilities found in
traditional policy. In order to offer afundamental counterweight to separation from society, we
are concerned to prioritise ambulant or stationary care, anchoring and implementing it more
effectively. The system of institutionalised homes needs to be critically reassessed. People with

disabilities also have the right to make a genuine decision on staying in their own home.

Theright to life and physical integrity apply equally, without qualification, to people with
disabilities too. Without any effective means of obtaining the consent of the person ‘under
research’, these rights are under recurring threat from modern bio-engineering and genetic
engineering technologies, organ transplantation, and the discussion on research measures.
However, these rights must be prioritised over any general research interest or considerations of

use. Fundamental rights are indivisible.

Further steps are needed to improve equal access for people with disabilities to the world of
work. New information technol ogies offer new opportunities for employment of people with

disabilities; such chances have to be systematically explored and used.

Our objective isto further expand the various forms of nursing and care — in professional terms
and as lay or voluntary services — restructuring them in part and dovetailing them better
together. Space also has to be given to the concerns of those who have previously been
neglected in policies on nursing and care. We support a care policy that does justice to the each
person's individuality and right to self-determination, and opens up the horizon of alternativesto

the traditional ideas in this area.
X1. Fair to senior citizens: Active involvement for older people

The proportion of older peoplein our society is growing. For this reason, we need to establish a
new contract between the generations. This should not only cover the system of social
safeguards but also give shape to the active participation of older peoplein all areas of socia
life, finding an echo in adiverse range of political sphereslike social, housing or transport
policy aswell as fields such as urban planning. Old people productively contribute to shaping
the future; their experience at work and in social life are needed. Our objective is to support old
people in passing on the knowledge they have gained in their lives, and encourage them to
obtain new knowledge and skills, in particular media expertise. We want to see a supply of
differentiated servicesin residential accommodation, care, nursing and assistance, suited to a
wide variety of differing situations. From our point of view, thisincludes shared cross-

generational living as a central pillar in improving understanding between young and old, with

69



m q
The future is green. |

new residential styles such as shared housing or residential communities that are better suited to
the individual needs of older people than traditional large-scale facilities. Policiesin this area

have to include the concerns of older people from different cultural origins.

Pension insurance. The make-up of age groups in society has changed, so that now the question
of equitable treatment across the generations needs to be reformulated, particularly in the area of
old age provision. Only a combination of statutory pension insurance and private provision can
guarantee both a stable level of contributions and a pension scheme ensuring a set standard of
living. In the long-term, the statutory pension insurance will have to evolve into an enhanced
form of insurance for al citizens, all types of income and all occupational groups. The basic

provision for senior citizens can be integrated into such a system.

X11. Nursing careinsurance. Our policy is concerned to provide nursing care based on the
principle of human dignity, an aim requiring guaranteed self-determination, fundamental rights
and the promotion of existing individual resources. There are still far too many instances where
decisions are made about old people, or people needing care, and their human rights are
disregarded, even sometimes to the extent that violence is used against them. One of the wide-
spread central causes here can be found in the pressing need for care and personnel, leading to
unbearable demands being placed on care workers and family. There needs to be counselling,
support services and qualification of staff to prevent these developments. Care requires a
number of urgently needed steps: Removing those conditions that promote ill health,
overcoming the staffing emergency in the care sector, and providing individual training for

personnel and family members.

Our objective isto promote new forms of targeted services and support structures both for the
individual needs of people requiring care and for their families. The general notion of care must
be expanded to include holistic care. The wide variety of differing sorts of nursing and care must
be further developed and better dovetailed — whether professional care and voluntary services, or
care by family members. Women make up the largest group active in care, in both care at home
and as a profession. Their working conditions need to be substantially improved. One decisive
step along this path isto be found in creating a common job definition of 'care’ by including
various areas and qualifications. The financial basisfor care must be substantially expanded to
allow the demands for care that respects the principle of human dignity to be met. After al, care
Is more than just providing the basic physical needs. We foresee arange of measuresin this area,
including better securing the funds needed for care provision as rehabilitation, treatment, care
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and socia attendance — at home too — by improving the connections between health insurance

and other statutory areas of benefit.
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Towards a knowledge society

For us, entering the knowledge society means enabling everyone to participate socialy,
culturally and economically in arapidly changing society. Education is more than utility-based,
instrumental learning. It is the key to persona development and a critical dialogue with the
world around us. The move from an industrial base towards the knowledge society represents a
major, fundamental social change, affecting the world of work, social life, political culture and,
withit, the opportunity for political participation. Thisis accompanied by swift changes within
the relations in the communication and information spheres. Stocks of knowledge are growing
yet simultaneously the 'sell-by period' of this knowledge is ever shorter. Depending on their
educational backgrounds and social status, people experience this transformation either more as

achance or athreat to previous securely accepted beliefs and practices.

Knowledge has become a decisive force in production within modern economies. It isthe raw
material of the 21st century. But it is one thing to produce new knowledge and establish binding
rules and limits, it is quite another to access existing knowledge. For both of these, modern
societiesrely on a highly differentiated and efficient infra-structure, and for this there needs to
be new patterns of cooperation between state and private sector involvement. After all, the
private sector is profiting more than ever before from the state's preliminary outlay in producing

and transmitting knowledge, and this applies equally to companies and individuals.

In adynamic, service-oriented economy, the labour relations are becoming increasingly
differentiated. In companies and administrations, authoritarian structures can be replaced by
process-directed, decentralized and flexible procedures. Training, research and development
come to have overwhelming importance for the development of the economy as awhole. The
transition from an industrial to a knowledge society shifts the borders between those working

and those learning.

In the future world of work, knowledge workers will play a pivotal role, linked to the profound
remodelling of how work and work relations are organised. The world of work is becoming
more differentiated and individualized. The old, traditional arrangements between business
associations, unions and the state are being eroded and supplemented by completely new forms
of cooperation; this process is coupled with biographical insecurity and growing pressure to
succeed. On the other hand, the new knowledge economy relies far more on the readiness of
people to communicate, involvement, creativity, and collective inventive activity —in other

words, precisely those values that are threatened by increasing isolation.
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The relation between the knowledge society and demographic developments in highly-
industrialised societies also has far-reaching implications. There is a steady trend for peoplein
Germany to live longer, on average; in future, we will not be able to manage without their
knowledge and learning ability. Learning is becoming more important in all phases of life.
Lifetime learning presents a major opportunity to be a part of this breathtakingly fast

development. Lifetime learning will be akey for innovative impulses in the knowledge society.
I. Thefoundations of our policy in a knowledge society

Self-deter mination in the knowledge society. The knowledge society opens up a societal
horizon relying substantially on people's will to self-determination, self-guidance, and self-
organization. Knowledge consists of processing impressions, information, ideas, norms and
mores and is the prerequisite for reasonable action, opening up chances to 'make things happen'.
Continual learning is becoming indispensable and underlies achievement in many fields - at
work, as amember of society, aconsumer or a part of afamily, in whichever form. Training and
work either dovetail together or else follow one another in rapid succession. An initial training
and further training, afirst degree and subsequent studies have been dissolved into new

integrated forms and concepts around lifetime learning.

In the knowledge society, the core key qualifications for every citizen are experimental, high-
risk, trial-and-error thinking and acting; their chances derive from developing ways of learning
from experience. Set against the idea of more knowledge creating increased security and
prosperity, acknowledging the growth of non-knowledge, insecurity and risk it produces does
not represent aretreat from reason but rather greater rationality and critical thought.

Justice in the knowledge society. The more knowledge becomes the key to opportunities for
work and societal participation, the more important education, training and further training
becomes. In thisway, access to education and an ability to cope well with the knowledge

explosion islocated at the very core of how chancesin life and work are distributed.

For this reason, a socially equitable policy has to be aware of unequal access to educational
opportunities. Our educational system reinforces social inequalities like almost no other
industrialised country - a devastating testament — and this applies especialy to children of
migrants, most of whom remain without afinal school leaving certificate. Rather than
perpetuating disadvantages, a democratic educational system must compensate for them asfar as

possible.
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A key issue for equal opportunitiesin the future liesin how we renew our educational system,

from the créche and schools to the universities and further training centres.

The transition to the knowledge economy gives a new focus to the issue of private utilization of
knowledge and public accessto it. Today, at a speed and to an extent never possible before,
corporations create, finance and market knowledge that has consequences for our society. In the
face of this, the political arena has to guarantee access for everyone to the knowledge of our own

era

Equitable access uses patents to set limits on private sector control. All knowledge supported by
public funds, or generated in publicly-owned institutions, belongs to society. Consequently,
colleges, universities and institutes funded by the public coffers ought to make their research
results and teaching materials freely accessible for al - the World Wide Web seems predestined

for just such a purpose.

Greater use of free public domain software is one aspect of free access to the chances offered by
the new media. For thisreason, we are calling for the use of open source systems in educational

facilities and public administrations, where their use makes sense.

A future-viable policy directed towards global equality faces the task of preventing an ever-
widening gap between the knowledge and affluence found in research-intensive societies with
their highly-sophisticated information technologies and that of the poorer regions on the
periphery of aglobal knowledge society. This divide between prosperous regions and those
squeezed dry is further intensified by the unjust distribution of research capacities, education
and technological infrastructures; the Internet is very far from transforming the world into a

single "global village", linking everyone with everyone else in one huge network.

Sustainability in the knowledge society. Sustainable development has to be the principle
underlying all education, allowing critical reflection on work and personal life-style in terms of
ecological effects, global equitability and estimated social risk. Predictive action is more
important than ever in a dynamic society, since our stock of knowledge rapidly becomes
outdated and there are constantly new spheres of action. This expertise is not primarily directed
at 'adapting’ to societal change, but to enhancing the individual's ability to cooperate with others

in shaping their common future.

Turning society and the economy round towards sustainable devel opment requires in-depth

knowledge on the inter-relations between people and nature. Decisions taken on new
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technol ogies and bio catalytic substances, transport projects or new directionsin energy and
trade policies have to include the ecological consequences as a principal criteriain the decision-
making process. Interdepartmental expertise in ecology has to be anchored within school

curriculaand university or college training programmes.

Democracy in the knowledge society. Education is the basis for citizens participation in the
societal, political and economic spheres; it allows people to express their own interests,
recognize societal relations, and participate self-confidently in society and democracy. These are
abilities that everyone has to acquire and learn anew. For this reason, educational institutions —
above al, schools and colleges — have to become places of democratic life and learning, with the

values they transmit encouraging self-reliance and social behaviour.
I1. Education in a knowledge society

In our view, more than anything else, education is persona development. It underpins our
responsibility for ourselves, others and our environment. An education in this sense facilitates
judgment and critical ability, empathy and solidarity. It makes us more aware of the societal and
political alternatives to the status quo and enhances each person's potential for creativity and
innovation. The educational policy of ALLIANCESO/THEGREENS is committed to
independent learning and the learner's own interest in discovering new things. Children want to
learn. The task of every educational institution is to promote this enjoyment of learning, helping

people maintain their desire for facing new challenges throughout their entire life.
A new educational reform

The disastrous ranking achieved by Germany's educationa system in comparative studies on
international standards underlines the need for a new educational reform, and a renaissance of
education and educational policy. In the 1960s and 70s, reforms in education generated the main
driving force behind socio-political innovation. But the positive tide of reforms from this phase
has now ebbed. However, a new educational reform, unlike its predecessor, cannot expect state
planning and intervention to provide the main lead; as aresult, greater support is needed for
decentralised units. In particular, local players have to be empowered to make independent
effortsin introducing reform. They need to be able to draw the consequences of dynamic change
in all sectors of society independently, continuously and quickly, not only reacting to the
development within the knowledge society but pro-actively shaping it. We want to promote

Independent schools, since they play avaluable role in enriching the educational landscape.
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The prevailing school structure in Germany embodies the accepted societal norm that ability
reflects talent and not effort and application of learning. For this reason, changes in the school
structure have to go hand in hand with changes in the culture of learning.
ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS argues for a new approach, away from the previous structural
debate and towards internal changes in the individual schools, which nonetheless must have to
be able to evolve structurally and change. But politics hasto create the framework of conditions
needed. We firmly reject any attempt to change structures to permit early streaming, as has been
the case in various Laender. Instead, we support endeavours to extend shared learning in
primary schools and integrate different educational programmes within one school. The school
of the future has to do justice to the increasing heterogeneity of its pupils, without erecting new
social barriers. Providing special tuition for exceptionally gifted and disadvantaged children is
not mutually exclusive, but in fact determine one another. To obtain outstanding results, all
pupils have to be encouraged — and thistoo is empirically proven in the course of international

research.

In view of Laender responsibility and differently arranged school systems, each of the regional
states have to pursue a different path. But the genera principle of "learning longer with one
another and from one another” isto be valid both for the individual schools and the system asa
whole. Extending the period of shared learning in primary school, for example, isastep in the

right direction.

Self-determination and responsibility have to become the central principles underlying the
organisation of schools, and applied to internal structure as much as curricula. To be a good
school permanently, greater independence needs to be combined with teacher, student and
parental support; schools need the right to appoint school personnel and decide on how best to
use their own budget. Pupils and parents need to be genuinely involved in decision-making,
integrated within a system of legitimate interests. Where schools are located in areas of severe
social problems, they are to enjoy a higher basic budget. Different school profiles should simply
be a matter of course, as should increased competition in providing the best services and clearer,
more transparent performance criteriato facilitate comparisons. To enable students to transfer

from one ingtitution to another, final examination certificates have to be compatible.

The educational potential of both women and men are essential in the move towards the
knowledge society. Although a higher proportion of women complete their standard education,
and with better grades, even nowadays they still find themselves excluded from leading

positions and many spheres of work. For this reason, gender equality has to become the
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touchstone of quality in both educational institutions and reform. Deficits in institutions
disadvantaging women have to be made good. The principle of gender mainstreaming has to be

applied to all actions taken, processes and institutions in the educational sphere.
All-day schools

In an open school, learning does not only take place in the school itself. That's why schools
ought to be open to their surroundings and their community. We want to see the country-wide
provision of whole-day schools of al types, alowing parents to choose the right one for their
child. In socio-political terms, there is a need to promote learning for young people and support
their development in ways that go beyond the present curricula. At the sametime, thisanis
essential step not only in hel ping parents harmonize family and work but in enhancing school
quality. Our aim is to have schools as an open house for learning and encounters throughout the
day, where children and young people can experience learning in awide variety of ways,

discover new ideas and form social contacts.
Education against marginalization

Acknowledging people with disabilities as equals is a process that starts in kindergartens and
schools. In joint lessons children and young people, with and without disabilities, learn that it's
normal to be different. Special educationa support for children and young people with
disabilitiesin their normal neighbourhood school needs to be safeguarded.

In afree and pluralist society educational facilities provide a space for integrating people with
different social and cultural backgrounds, or disparate |earning needs. In a good school, young
people can directly experience what unites our society, and discover the value of helping ensure

afair way of living together for everyone.
Quiality targets and evaluation

We want to support educational facilities that disseminate the key qualifications needed today:
self-responsibility, own initiative, social competence, team-work, learning skills, critical
reflection, communication, emotional intelligence and media expertise. Educational
establishments — from kindergarten to university — have to define quality targets for their work
and undergo a transparent quality control. Assessment of publicly-funded educational and
further training facilities ought to be accepted as a matter of course. Curricula and didactic

methodology need to be checked to ensure there is no gender bias; this applies particularly for
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natural science subjects. Our aim isto ensure that an education towards peace is fixed as a part
of all educational institutions.

Education and the kindergarten

In our view, kindergartens have an educational remit and we want to support them in their task.
Pre-school education offers acrucial contribution to balancing social opportunity. Children have
aright to have their natural curiosity fostered and encouraged. The aimis not to introduce earlier
schooling but to create a stimulating learning environment where children can discover,
experiment and be independent. If kindergartens are only seen as a care facility where children
are looked after, they are not taking the child's interests and desire to learn serioudly.
Intercultural leaning, the interest in and respect for other cultural traditions, has to beginin

kindergarten.
Educational policy in an immigration society

Integration of migrants and their democratic participation in society can only be successful if
they are involved more in education, retraining and further training. Education, especially for
migrants, is the key to success at work and socia integration. We therefore need to restructure
our educational institutions — from kindergarten to university — around intercultural learning, a
move requiring larger numbers of immigrants among the teaching staff. Particularly in the early
stages, acquiring language competence and promoting German language use are fundamental for

later success at school.
Accessto lifelong lear ning

A learning society is one where each individual shapes their own educational biography. Unlike
today, learning in future will be spread over a person's entire life. Theinitial educational phase
will be shorter, with corresponding greater significance given to further education during later
phases of life. In order to integrate the various educational phases better, we advocate improved
dovetailing of the first and subsequent periods of training and less rigid borders between the

educational institutions.

Job training too has to meet the challenge of changing job definitions and employment demands,
in future, vocational training has to be available as a 'modular system' with modules able to be
taken either during initial training or in alater training phase, with areorganised structure

provided right up to the master craftsman exams.
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Sustainability in initial vocational training requires concentrating on core qualifications, i.e.,
ensuring mixed vocational and cross-sector skills form a basis for coping independently with the
demands of work, reflecting on the job and its societal consequences, transferring the knowledge
acquired, and bringing it up to date. The employer then introduces the requisite specific skills
needed for the everyday concrete task at hand.

In the interest of trainees and their right to learn at a pace with their own lives, we favour
allowing vocational skillsto be acquired over alonger period of time, interrupted by phases of
working; at a given point of time, these skills can then be used collectively to fulfil the

requirements for vocational qualifications.
Thisrequires careful gearing of initial vocational training and further training.
Tertiary education in the knowledge society

In a knowledge society, the significance of tertiary level educational institutions is far greater.
Universities and colleges are places where creative and interdisciplinary research is undertaken
and concepts and ideas can be developed without the bias towards utilization. We want colleges
and universities to be granted the requisite freedom, promoting an international approach and
above all enhancing the room for manoeuvre for the students, academics and scientists. The
characteristics of the new universities and colleges are autonomy, establishment of particular

profiles, and the readiness to experiment.

Teaching and research in tertiary level educational institutions always takes placein an
international context. This context lives only when German colleges and universities are opened
up further for foreign students, scientists and academics. At the same time, the mobility of
German students has to be encouraged and promoted more. A principal element in this process

is making international qualifications compatible.

In the knowledge society, the number of jobs for university and college graduates will increase
even more. For this reason, colleges and universities need to show the training they offer is
attractive and efficient, devel oping courses of study suited to future demands. Forward-looking
study programmes are interdisciplinary, yet directed towards specific problems, enabling
students to analyse complex situations, and suggest innovative solutions. Coursesrigidly
pursuing single specific work areas would run counter to this model. Greater provision of study
modul es allows students flexibility, facilitates the interdisciplinary aspects of training and

strengthens the position of colleges and universities as places of further training.
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Further education, training and qualifications

At present, rather than reducing the qualifications divide between social strata, further education
and training enlarges it. People with higher educational or vocational qualifications are more
likely to participate in further training schemes. Less qualified people are underrepresented in
further training — and this applies equally to in-firm training courses and independent training

agencies.

Neither curiosity and openness for new ideas, nor the ability to train or retain are age-related.
Consequently, we support the inclusion of older peoplein all aspects of further education or

training processes.

We regard general and vocational further education as of equal weight. Taking part in further
training measures must be possible throughout the country. Local networks need to be

established between public-sector educational institutions, independent providers, companies,
towns and local communities, which can combine existing capacities, integrating them into a

flexible whole.

We need to ensure the results of training are compatible and recognised on the European level,
and for this reason we are calling for pan-European certification in training and provision of
further education. Thiswill provide akey factor in realizing a united Europe, where there are no

artificial borders to the mobility of its citizens.

We regard adult education to be of considerable significance, especialy in the political, cultural
and ethical spheres.

We consider universities and colleges as a future source of further education and training: They
are places where the goods of societal knowledge, and its relevance, can best be evaluated.
Universities and colleges can provide arange of differentiated further training courses on alevel
commensurate with their academic status. They have a solid basis for this, since they can not
only offer a broad spectrum of university-level content but have the requisite know-how and
technical equipment. Furthermore, colleges and universities can derive supplementary income
from such schemes. This revenue can then be used to extend the courses on offer and enhance

the profile of their own educational institution.

Providing access to qualifications must become an integral part of labour market policy and
industrial support programmes. The issue is not to "accommodate” as many people as possible in
some retraining schemes but to empower people to further develop their employment skills and
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areas of competence themselves and, in so doing, wherever possible gain practical experience in

real situations. Thisiswhy we advocate enhanced opportunities to learn at work.

Reducing lower skilled jobsin favour of highly-qualified work requires concerted efforts at
qualification provision specifically for the lower skilled and unskilled workers. Despite state
funding, vocational further training remains primarily atask for the company and the employees
themselves. Thisis an arearequiring both workforce representatives and employers to develop
improvements and include them in framework agreements during negotiations on collective

wage agreements.

The proportion of older peoplein society is growing. Society cannot afford to do without the
active participation of older peoplein socia life. In addition to calling for older people being
involved in all aspects of further training, we also advocate the increased integration of all those
groups previously under-represented in further training by making them target-groups; this
means, for example, also including migrants and people with disabilities.

Funding education in the knowledge society

The educational system of the future needs a reformed system of educational funding, and one
supported by all members of society. There should be no question of every educational
establishment using their funds in a more efficient, cost-effective and transparent manner, or of

them publishing their accounts.

Funding education requires a new equilibrium between private and public money. The present
system isunfair, ineffective and far from creating equal opportunities or realizing participant
equitability. At present, any individual's learning biography largely depends on a number of
socio-cultural factors combined, not least, with the parents' financial situation. Research into
learners different backgrounds have shown that schools furthers inequalities. From a social
point of view, there can be no grounds for expecting a higher private contribution to funding in
the pre-school areathan in other areas. Other forms of training and education should not be

given advantages over vocational training.

In budgetary policy terms, funding education has to be prioritised as an investment in the future,
with the proportion of public money devoted to this sector gradually increased. However,
reforms cannot solely be achieved by expanding available state finance. New models of mixed
funding are needed too, combining state funds and own contributions. These can then be
introduced when their successful implementation is judged to be realistically viable. Germany
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still needs to develop a culture of give and take that finds expression, for example, in the

readiness of former students to give something back to their schools, colleges and universities.

Sustainable educational funding secures the fundamental right to education independently of
social origin, and guarantees lifetime access to education and further training. The precept of
justice demands that educational stages in early childhood are substantially better supported than
is the case at present. In the same way, the objective behind afairer distribution of meansisto
compensate for disadvantages; wherever people with physical or mental disabilities, or the weak
in society, are hampered from deriving the full benefit from the educational services provided,

compensatory measures and an increased injection of funds are required.

Optimal provision of servicesfor learners has to be at the very heart of attempts to create a new
system of educational funding. This objective is both the starting-point and centre of our new
orientation. A reform of state funding of education is needed and must be combined with a new
system for financing people while they are learning, making education available to afar greater
range of groups in the population and counteracting the existing social selection in the
educational system.

The instruments providing the financial package for education must be designed to trigger a

wave of innovation in educational institutions and dismantle social hurdles.
[11. Science and resear ch in the knowledge society

A central tenet of democratic constitutions is freedom in science and research. In our age, the
borders between basic research, applied research and the technical and economic use of
knowledge are becoming increasingly blurred. The time separating new discoveries, new
technigues and their application is becoming ever shorter. For this reason, critical reflection on
potential effects hasto be considered even as early as making decisions on the course of new

research. For thisto happen, there must be public debate far beyond the world of expert opinion.

Borders have to be imposed on research and science precisely at those points where they violate
human dignity as, for example, in experimenting on human life or cloning human beings. In the
same way, limits are needed if research entails a serious threat to the environment, or if the

principles of animal ethics are infringed.

Today, we are facing the new challenge of maintaining and verifying human rights within a

global research environment, an issue requiring internationally-binding norms and agreements.
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The European Union has to take the lead on this question and further support must be

forthcoming for UNESCO in their role as the world education and cultural organisation.

Equal participation of women in academic and scientific life means more than just social
equitability. Women's promotion programmes and gender studies are inextricably linked.
Feminist criticism of science questions the male-coined traditional structuresin science and at
university, challenging the exclusion of a‘female' life-experience from teaching and research
and the presumed gender neutrality of theories and research results. It turns the category of
gender into the object of scientific and academic work, making a central contribution to ideas on

gender relations.

Gender studies continues to be of only secondary importance at universities. We are looking to
give gender studies and gender research a permanent place at university, and in academic and

scientific life.

In the face of the revolutionary dynamic forces driving research and development, relations
between the state, society and science must be redefined. The state has to set the legal standards
and frame conditions governing science. Society has aright to transparency in research where
the consequences profoundly affect societal and individual life, and equally aright to free access
to the results of scientific work. However, within these legal standards science and research are
then free from censorship and proscription. Public research funding does not bestow the right to

determine the contents of science and research.

Scientific institutions ought to enjoy a considerable degree of autonomy. Too many decisions
affecting auniversity internally are taken by a distant ministry lacking any concrete knowledge
of the real situation there. But handing over areas of state jurisdiction to colleges and
universities must be combined with the introduction of democratic processes, otherwise, if the
majority of those involved in university or college life only had restricted opportunities for
participation and minimal co-determination, surrendering policy regulation rights from the

democratically elected regional government would result in aloss of democracy itself.

Science has long since ceased to be bounded by national borders and, given the approaching
global knowledge society, thisistruer today than ever before. Colleges, universities and
research institutes have to be places of intercultural teaching and learning. Access to German

institutions for foreign students, scientists and academics must be made easier.
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We have defined promoting young scientists and academics as one specific challenge. Previous
personnel policies at universities and colleges have neither been flexible nor fluid enough in this
area. The reforms already introduced have been unable to grant the next generation of qualified
scientists access to independent science and research— and especially not for women scientists.
Women's promotion programmes are vital as long as women are underrepresented at the top
levelsin scientific establishments. Gender mainstreaming is required to establish long-term

equality in structural opportunity.

A society fit for the future must want to have awide variety of technical options available.
Rather than less creativity and inventiveness, we need more. We need new technical and societal
solutions allowing people's manifold needs to be satisfied without generating long-term risks for
the ecological or social spheres. Germany's leading position in the world market for goods in the
environmental protection sector rests on the creativity and involvement of numerous scientists

and engineers. We want Germany to continue to play a pioneering rolein thisfield.

A biased policy on funding technical developments, though, conceals the danger that the
developments supported may turn out to be both problematic and relatively unsuccessful in
economic terms. In future, we will continue to advocate a policy that demands critical reflection

on technical developments.

Colleges, universities and research institutions must open up more to improve the flow of
knowledge between science and industry, other organizations and the public arena. Transfer of
technologies, spin-offs, and cooperation with start-ups al need to be developed further, as do

cooperation with unions or environmental associations.
V. Information in the knowledge society

Information and communication technol ogies create new chances for participating and cross-
border communication — but only if we learn how to deal with them. We are committed to
preventing society being split by adigital divide; everyone needs to be ready to take advantage
of the chances inherent in these new technologies. Thisiswhy brokering media skills will
become one of the core tasks in our educational system. Where gender barriers exist within

existing curricula and learning environments, they must be dismantled.

All citizens must have potential access to information, information production and
dissemination. The involvement of all socia stratain the opportunities inherent in the new
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digital communication mediais crucia and, for this reason, we are looking to promote media

skills acquisition for all members of society.

This means not only teaching the technical knowledge required but primarily transmitting
"qualitative media skills", i.e., the ability to order and evaluate information content. Mastering
the skills of how to deal with the new media needs to become an integral part of learning, both at

school and externally.

Under the rubric of freedom of information, we need to effectively secure the guaranteed
constitutional right to self-determined data use. There can be no question of personal rights
being suspended when surfing the Net; consequently, we must ensure personal data storage and
distribution can only take place with the user's consent. The principle of aright to decide on data
use must be further enhanced beyond solely offering protection against the state's or the
information economy's uncontrolled personal data use. It must lead to a positive right to acquire

the requisite data skills and fully participate in the opportunities the knowledge society offers.

Thisisyet another reason why policy in this area must guarantee everyone access to the entire
range of media. We advocate a varied publishing landscape and the devel opment of an open,
pluralist media and communications structure. The publicly-owned television and radio stations
have a primary role to play here with non-commercial broadcasters comprising athird axis
alongside the private commercial stations. The concentration of electronic and print media give
grounds for serious concern and needs to be counteracted by suitable legislation: Media

monopolies endanger the freedom of opinion and the right to information.
A key project: Citizens rightsto access knowledge

In a society where education and knowledge are crucial factors determining success at work and
participation in social processes, access to knowledge becomes a key variable in the social
eguation. Society must not be allowed to be split by anew "digital divide", with modern
"knowledge workers" divorced from those without access to new technol ogies and sophisticated
training. Beyond the duty of providing access to general education, the state must facilitate
access to knowledge for each and every citizen. Where this task can only be tackled on the pan-
European level, it has to be entrusted to the EU; where access requires internationally valid

agreements and regulations, the UN has to undertake to complete it.

85



m q
The future is green. |

Schools should be directed towards dissemination of methodological and learning skills that
alow individuals to deal effectively with the vast range of data sources and information

provided.

Research results and teaching materials from publicly-funded institutions must be available to
the genera public. We are calling for ensuring the nationwide provision of public libraries and
Internet portals, since this guarantees access to electronic information and communication
services. In our view, thisincludes citizens' information systems giving detailed information
about political developments and policy on all levels and offering the chance to deal with

authorities via electronic means.

We want the Internet to be further devel oped as an open network, accessible for all,
incorporating transparency and involving al interest groups — for example, in deciding on the

technical standards adopted or how domain names are issued.

The free and fair access to knowledge must also be safeguarded in the international arena: The
rich countries of the North have an obligation to support, technically and financially, the
development of modern education, information and communication systems in the countries of
the South. At the same time, we are calling for stringent international anti-trust laws to prevent
the growth of global media monopolies and want to see binding international agreements used to

secure the global diversity of information.
V. Culture

Cultureisthe elixir of life. It is crucially important in aworld becoming ever-more complex.
Culture emerges from the critical dialogue between individuals and their environment, and the
past, present and future. Art uses diverse forms of expression to mirror experience — the
experience we have of ourselves, the natural world or society. Culture offers a normative and

aesthetic point of reference both for each individual person'slife and society as awhole.

Culture and self-determination. Cultural diversity, artistic freedom, and accessto cultural
knowledge are all key prerequisites for freedom and self-determination. Culture is now
understood in far broader terms. The lifestyles and life choices in modern societies reflect the
diversity of cultural areas and reveal the mutual impact of different cultures. Every city, web
homepage and individual life design bears the mark of a cultural mix and cultural permeability
that isinexorably linked to globalisation. Art cannot be strictly defined and must be safeguarded

against state intervention and monopolisation. What constitutes art has been a subject of dispute
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for years— not only among artists themselves. But this debate must remain open and cannot be
determined by political means.

In modern societies, cultural and technical innovations are interwoven on a multitude of levels.
Cultural openness presents a challenge to deal with the new basic skillsin electronic mediain an
open and balanced way. Culture and art also interpret and express these new societal

developments.
Culture and democracy

The creation of culture and cultural presentations act as a powerful force directed towards a free
and democratic society. The dynamic energy of art asit seeks and adopts specific formsisa

integral element of any living democracy.

The central elements of ALLIANCE9S0/GREENCcultural policy find expression in tenets of
mutual respect, acknowledgement of each person's personal integrity, development of
intellectual, aesthetic and physical talents, and tolerance for otherness and marginalized and
excluded groups. Policy must be open to the plurality of lifestyles and prevent one particular life

style or one supposedly predominant culture being imposed at the expense of others.

Intensive encounters with art and culture from an early age engender tolerance, curiosity and
self-confidence and are especially important for the upcoming generation in their own creative

development.

If young people are going to actively accept culture policy, it must reflect their life choices and
lifestyles.

Since the issue of how we live and how we want to live are primarily questions of culture, the
change to an ecologically responsible way of life isinexorably linked to art, culture and cultural

policy, with questions about our future fusing culture and sustainability.

In our age, sport isan important cultural good. An individual's self-awareness is enhanced by
movement, play, shared experience, the experience of success or coping with defeat.
Additionally, these contribute to the development of socia skills, motivation, tolerance, fairness
and greater civic involvement. We want to see the frame conditions for this further improved.
Voluntary involvement in sport has asignificant social value and needs to receive particular
support. Sport can only take place in a healthy and intact environment, an idea expressed by

environmentally designed sports facilities and ways of playing sport that are environmentally
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neutral. In line with its area of competence, the state promotes all types of sport on all levels,
whether for fun or fitness, for top athletes or people with disabilities. However, only if sport and
training apply humane principles and are fair and without drug use, isit justified to use public

money in sports funding. The health of the sportsperson hasto be put first.
Promoting culture as a public duty

State cultural policy must be designed to open cultural and artistic activities to as many people
aspossible. A democratic cultural policy in Germany must accept the principle of equality
between the diverse cultural needs found in different groups and nationalities within our society.
Similarly, it must acknowledge the equal value of traditional cultural institutions, new
innovative art forms and independent socio-cultural projects. Within this framework, we are
committed to promoting the language and culture of autochthonous minorities such as, for

example, the Sorbs.

Germany's federal structure has established a system of cultural subsidies, largely financed at
regional and local government levels, that has produced one of the most remarkably varied
cultural landscapes in the world. To develop further, it would be desirable to grant the federal
government a greater role in cultural policy. Thiswould secure a broader base for funding art
and culture, reinforcing their presence and perception in the international arena. For this reason,
in order to do justice to culture's increasing importance, we give our express support to the
Laender's cultural sovereignty, are-evaluation of culture at the government level, and anchoring

culture as ajoint task in the constitution.

We see amain policy task in securing and promoting space for art and creativity. Culture and art
is produced by people, not by the state: The state's task liesin giving space to society's cultural
and artistic concerns and creating a framework where they can freely unfold. Cultural policy
understood in this way supports the development of personal and societal identity. Y outh culture
needs places to meet and communicate: youth centres, practice rooms, places to perform, clubs,

cinemas and much more.

ALLIANCE90/GREENDpolicy is calling for safeguarding access to art and culture for al social
strata and groups.

Even in self-financing cultural areas, cultural policy hasto offer support by positively
influencing the existing framework, for example, fine-tuning funding and tax laws or providing

social safeguards for artists. The three pillars of the German cultural system are the publicly-
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funded and financed cultural institutions, the private-sector culture and art sphere, and the
independent non-profit making cultural area, which has experienced strong growth over the last
few years. An open cultural policy should not see commercial cultural provision primarily asa
threat; independent and private-sector cultural producers and disseminators substantially
contribute to cultural diversity. Culture and art cannot survive without private initiative and
individual commitment. State cultural policy cannot leave cultural support solely to the Laender
and local levels, which bear the brunt of the costs for cultural affairs, but must use funding for

outstanding model projects to show their active involvement.
Culturein thecities—culturein the countryside

ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS are committed to promoting a diverse urban cultural landscape.
The cradle of democracy was a European city where citizens administered public matters
themselves. We advocate maintaining and enhancing urban traditions reflecting not only the
city's openness for new ideas, or acceptance of immigrants with diverse lifestyles and cultures,
but also the density of political and cultural public life, and its role as a place where people from
different social backgrounds can live together as equals. Cities must retain and augment their
identity as centres of trade, culture and communication — with living inner cities and city zones,
individual architectural traditions, unique town planning, diverse public space use, and a

bustling business life.

ALLIANCE9O/THEGREENS advocate retaining and nurturing cultural expression and ways of
life found in rural areas. In the countryside, a sustainable and caring approach to nature iswidely
accepted and shapes many diverse parts of the culture there. Regional customs and local dialects
are an important part of our cultural roots. Culturein rural areasislocated within the tension
between their own traditions and encounters with current trends. Culture becomes a paramount
means of identification in aregion where the rural community succeeds in preserving its
independence and does not slide into become a faceless adjunct to urban life as just some "area
around the town". For this reason, we seeit as our task to reinforce regional culture and

landscapes and enhance their profile.

A future-oriented conservation policy must secure the architectural testimony to our past and
make it available for new uses. In thisway, the cultural history of our architecture is safeguarded
for subsegquent generations. We are not merely calling for the preservation of the past, but wish

to maintain the dialogue on contemporary urban planning and architecture.

Cultural heritage
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Before we know where we are going, we must know where we come from. One fundamental
element in our democracy is our critical dialogue with our history —and, in particular, with
National Socialism. Locations of historical import with memorials, museums, archives and
libraries are crucial in aliving culture of remembrance, representing major centres of learning

where the experience of the past makes us aware of how to act in future.

Even within each single neighbourhood, history has a contribution to make. Thisiswhy local
authorities and regional governments ought to subsidize the many smaller initiatives and
institutions keeping local memories alive. Central government funding of memorials for the
victims of National Socialist crimes and the injustices committed under the East German SED

regime is not open to negotiation.

Witnesses of the past form the basis for our society's historical and cultural memory. They
constantly remind us of past experience and contribute to the